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Foreword 


Let me take privilege to introduce myself first. I am Dr. Antonio Martin 
Roman and I am Coordinator of the Legal Libraries Network in Argentina, 
Chief of the Library of the Ministry of Justice and the Human Rights, 
Argentine Republic. It is very much honour to write preface for such a 
valuable publication awaking awareness about public digital assets in the 
form of public domain or open access information resources very much 
useful for educational, research and policy making process. 

I know Dr. Akash Singh since 2013 when we got an opportunity to meet 
with each other at Barcelona Spain during Annual Course of International 
Law organised by International Association of Law Libraries. I got chance 
to meet Dr. Priya Rai during International Conference on Digital 
Transformation organised by National Law University Delhi in December 
2018. I noticed a great dedication and coordination of both Dr. Priya Rai 
and Dr. Akash Singh during the event for connecting verity group of 
scholars, advocates, law faculty, law librarians and information science 
practitioners. During plenty of discussions on open access and public 
domain resources useful for legal research, I got to know about the deep 
research of authors in the field. 

The book Digital Public Estate: Role of Commons in Legal Education and 
Research is a very timely publication. Everybody knows the beginning of the 
year 2020 is a v a very crucial and the world is fighting with a deadly viral 
based disease called COVED 19. The educationists, students and 
researchers extensively need information sources which can be accessed 
from the locked home table. The piece of work contains best possible open 
access resources available under public domain useful for law and social 
science information needier. The book has ten chapters. The first chapter 
envisions concept of public domain, open access, evaluation of open access 
resources and explanation of relevant terms. Copyright laws and allied 
alternatives of creative common licenses have been debated efficiently. A 
timeline of open access movement around the world traces history and 
development measures have also been talked about. Public domain legal 
resources like web portals of parliamentary sources, legislative sources, 
judicial pronouncements, law reform reports, scholarly articles based 
journals; ebooks have been efficiently elaborated for greater visibility of web 
portals for best use of information available in respective websites. 
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Web-links of all major web portals which may assist for advance legal studies 
can be familiar with this book. I must say this book is one key to many locks 
to be unlocked of information treasures needed for higher education and 
research in law and allied field of studies. During my visit to India and 
meeting with Akash and Priya, I noticed a number of publications 
contributed by them in the development of public domain resources. I also 
observed three web-portals developed; designed and maintained by the 
author for community service. These are www.publicdomainresources.web.com 
tagging all best known web resources useful for legal education and research; 
www.openaccessresources.webs.com indexing of web portals accessing millions 
of books; journals; reports and institutional research outputs; and 
www.openaccessbooks.webs.com visualizing ebooks published under open 
access by various commercial as well as institutional publishers. Previous 
eminent works of the author are self explanatory evidences and certification 
that the book is a good piece of work and would certainly be resulted as key 
weapon for the law faculty and students. 

It is a great privilege and honour to get a call to write about the intellectual 
work of the authors. My expertise as Coordinator of the Legal Libraries 
Network in Argentina and Chief of the Library of the Ministry of Justice and 
the Human Rights at Argentina Republic has stimulated myself to assess 
and evaluate the best of the work presented by the authors. I express my 
best crave and happiness to recommend this publication to refer by law 
students; graduates; practitioners; educationist and policy makers. I give my 
best wishes and tons of congratulations to Dr. Akash and Dr. Priya to frame 
such great piece of work 


Antonio Martin Roman 
Graduate in Library Science 
PhD. in Social Psychology 

Post Doctorate Psychology with Orientation in Revision Research 
Methodology 

Coordinator of the Legal Libraries Network in Argentina 

Chief of the Library of the Ministry of Justice and the Human Rights; 

Argentine Republic 
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Lie. Maria Silvia Lacorazza 

The HoiTble President of Association of Graduate 
Librarians of the Argentine Republic (ABGRA) 


Estimado, 

Por la presente, en mi caracter de Presidenta de la Asociacion de 
Bibliotecarios Graduados de la Republica Argentina (ABGRA) 
con Personeria Juridica N 678/88 y Personeria Gremial N 354/60, 
tengo el agrado de dirigirme a Ud. Para hacerle llegar mi mas sincera 
felicitacion por la publicacion del libro "Public Digital Estate” : Roll of 
commons in legal education and research : Open educational legal 
information resources (Asociacion of Indiana La Librareis and 
Satyam Law International), dado que el trabajo contiene los mejores 
recursos de acceso abierto posibles disponibles en el dominio publico, 
utiles para quienes necesitan informacion de derecho y ciencias 
sociales. En esta obra es el honorable Dr. Antonio Martin Roman, 
colega argentino, quien ha sido digno de pronunciar el prologo a la 
misma. 

Desde mi persona y de la Comision Directiva que presido seria una 
distincion poder compartir y divulgar este libro como una publicacion 
conjunta de nuestra Asociacion, bajo Creative Common Licensing. 



Lie. Maria Silvia Lacorazza 
Especialista en Gestion de Bibliotecas 
Profesora en Bibliotecologia 

Jefa de la Biblioteca del Poder Judicial de Avellaneda-Lanus, Suprema 
Corte de Justicia de la Provincia de Buenos Aires, Rep. Argentina. 
Miembro del Comite Permanente de IFLA-LAC (2019-2023) 
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Lie. Maria Silvia Lacorazza 

The Hon’ble President of Association of Graduate 
Librarians of the Argentine Republic (ABGRA) 


Dear, 

Hereby, in my capacity as President of the Association of Graduate 
Librarians of the Argentine Republic (ABGRA) with Legal Status 
No. 678/88 and Trade Union Status No. 354/60,1 have the pleasure 
of addressing you to send you My sincere congratulations on the 
publication of the book “Public Digital Estate”: Role of commons; in 
legal education and research: Open educational legal information 
resources ( Association of Indian Law Libraries and Satyam Law 
International, Ed.), given that the work contains the best possible 
open access resources available in the public domain, useful for those 
who need information on law and social sciences. In this work it is the 
honorable Dr. Antonio Martin Roman, Argentine colleague, who has 
been worthy to pronounce the prologue to it. 

From my person and from the Board of Directors that I chair, it would 
be a distinction to be able to share and disseminate this book as a joint 
publication of our Association, under Creative Common Licensing. 



Lie. Maria Silvia Lacorazza 
Library Management Specialist 
Professor of Library Science 

Head of the Library of the Judicial Power of Avellaneda-Lanus, 
Supreme Court of Justice of the Province of Buenos Aires, Rep. 
Argentina. 

Member of the IFLA-LAC Standing Committee (2019-2023) 
presidencia@abgra.org.ar 
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Preface 


With the advancement of technology, world witnessed rapid growth of 
research and development activities. Research and development activities 
ensued in huge literature outcome. Invention of internet and World Wide 
Web reduced distances among scientific institutions around the world. 
Research, education and policy making institutions started sharing 
scholarly and literary outcome around the world. Great initiatives like 
Budapest Open Access Initiative, Bethesda Statement and Berlin 
Declaration played important role in open access movement of digital 
information. Montreal Declaration during Law Via Internet Conference 
in 2002 resulted in dawning era for Free Access to Law Movement around 
the world. In 2010, Durham Statement adopted by law librarians of Law 
Schools at United States of America, is also counted an important 
development where all law librarians agreed to facilitate access of law 
reviews in open access to cut printing cost and greater accessibility of the 
scholarly articles published in law reviews. UNESCO guidelines for public 
government information also supported free access to governmental 
information to public which involves public money. The topic of the book 
"Public Digital Estate” is actually a combined idea of both the author 
based on the English law term used for copyright left or without copyright 
work "Public Domain”. 

Reveal their motivation and inspiration for writing the book. 

The idea of the book is based on our experiences gained working for law 
libraries since last fifteen years. Currently India has more than 2000 
academic institutions including law universities, departments, affiliated 
colleges and research institutions. Uneven distribution of financial 
allocation for law libraries has made greater difference between institutional 
outcomes. Centrally and few state funded institutions facilitated access of 
legal information through subscription based databases, however, majority 
of law libraries have inadequate sources of information. The book is actually 
being coined for law students, faculty members, research scholars and law 
libraries in need of extensive research assistance. The idea of the book was 
not new and spontaneously conceived but a result of long journey of 
research to tag most authentic, reliable and scholarly assets available in 
public digital estate. We have contrived to compile this book to collate all 
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best possible free access information including judgements, legislative 
material, parliamentary documents, law journals and scholarships and 
books. 

The book contains ten chapters based on intensive research done on 
timeline of public domain and open access initiatives around the world. 
First chapter propounds explanation of public domain, open access, 
evaluation of open access resources and explanation of relevant terms. 
Public digital asset or public domain is a term basically used and related to 
copyright laws. Though in second chapter, copyright laws under the regime 
of open access around the world and India, and creative common licences, 
is set forth. A timeline describing brief development of public domain and 
open access initiatives around the world is peddled for wider understanding 
and bridging relevance of initiatives in third chapter. Next six chapters 
postulate public domain legal resources around the world pertaining to 
parliamentary resources, legislative resources, judicial resources, law reform 
resources, journals and scholarship, and open access books. In the last 
chapter open access initiatives in India and various public domain resources 
useful for legal education and research are posited. We have tried over best 
to cope up best and scholarly resources available in public domain or open 
access for law students, faculty and research scholars. Statistical data upto 
year 2020 has been incorporated in the book. We hope the book would be 
beneficial not only for law students, faculty, and law librarians in India but 
also to overseas scholars. Electronic Books and journal databases are also 
useful for scholarly communities from verity of subject areas including 
science, humanities, technologies and social science. Corrections and 
suggestions are welcomed for incorporation in next edition. 
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Introduction 



INTRODUCTION 

With the advent of information and communication technology, the 
flow of information has become faster even beyond boundaries 
across the world. World Wide Web has revolutionized moving 
information in variety of formats with a simple click of mouse. A 
number of initiatives accessing research scholarships worldwide 
have been introduced since 1990s for removing financial hurdles 
among research communities. Being funded by public funds, most 
of the government data are now accessible through web portals of 
respected departments of the governments around the world. The 
book is designed to spread awareness about free to access legal 
information available under public domain among law students, 
law faculty, government officials and law library professionals. 
This chapter gives brief over view on public domain resources, open 
access, legal education and research and various evaluative 
criteria of web information resources. The chapter reflects 
definitions of terms used in the book viz. data, information, web 
portal, database, e-learning orientation programme, institutional 
repository, open access initiatives, parliamentary debates, 
legislation, case law, law reform reports and treaties. The chapter 
also gives a brief overlook over development of copyright laws 
around the world for justifiable of public domain information, 
open access, copyright left, fair use principles and creative common 
licenses. The purpose and objective of the book is explained in the 
chapter. 
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Public Domain Resource (PDR) 

Intergovernmental committee on intellectual property and 
genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore’ 
constituted by 'World intellectual property organization’ 
explains the term public domain as intangible objects not 
protected under any intellectual property laws and is 
exploitable by anyone without any obligation. The document 
elaborates the term public domain on number of 
measurements like intellectual property free material, 
material available for use by anyone and intelligibility for 
private ownership, publically available and accessible, 
accessible but not protected and unprotected but not 
accessible. 'Bern convention for the protection of literary and 
artistic works’ (1971) uses the term public domain for 
differentiates copyrighted and copyright free work. The 
convention explicates that the principles of the convention 
would apply only on those intellectual works of member 
countries which have yet not fallen in the public domain. 

However the term public domain may be understood with 
its’ widen scope by inclusion of unprotected uses of 
copyrighted work under fair use or copyright expired work. 
Litman (1990) argues that there is no importance of 
copyright laws without public domain and the terms are two 
sides of a coin. He explicates that the copyrighted work 
always becomes public domain work after passing litmus test 
of copyright laws. 

The term public domain resources has been coined to 
indicate information resources available on websites and can 
be referred free of cost. Good examples of universally known 
public domain resources can be accessed through the following 
websites. 

• Europeana: It provides information resources over 
European culture. 
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• Internet Archive: Supported by the Google, Internet 
Archive provides a huge collection of public domain 
work containing films, music and texts. 

• Wikimedia Commons: It is a good collection of image 
since 17 th century. 

• Flickr the Common: It provides a good collection of 
old photos. 

• Wikisource: It is a good collection of text files 
searchable in html format. 

• Project Gutenberg: It is a project digitizing books and 
monographs not covered under copyright laws or for 
which copyright laws have been expired. 

• The Public Domain Review: It is a common gateway 
to provide search and access of books and other textual 
material available under public domain. 

• Creative Commons Search Tools: It is a search 
engine facilitating results among other public domain 
websites like Europeana, Internet Archive, Flickr, 
Google images and others which are using various 
creative common licenses. 

The term has been defined in chapter second for better 
visibility and understanding with examples. 

Open Access (OA) 

Open Access is relatively a wide term which has a trend to 
move freely but it might be subjected to bind under copyright 
laws or under creative commons licenses. Lee (2015) explains 
open access as numerous approaches to use or re-use of 
scholarly literature without any cost. Evolution of internet 
technology in 1990s made it possible trans-border flow of 
scholarly literature and knowledge. Implementation of 
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information and communication technology in academic 
research environment resulted in faster growth and 
movement of knowledge by click of mouse and use of internet. 
This free flow of information also faced a number of hurdles of 
copyright laws which was overpowered by introduction of 
Creative common licenses for scholarly use of academic 
research outcomes available on internet. 

The birth of open access came out applying creative 
commons, copy-left principles and fair use principles clauses 
under copyright laws. The term ‘open access’ has been 
described under chapter two with numerous initiatives in the 
field of open access. 

Legal Education and Research 

The term legal education and research is used in the context 
of .studying of law at various levels. It may be used for 
undergraduate students, post graduate students, research 
scholars and attorneys. The term has been used a number of 
times in the book indicating the usefulness of public domain 
resources in education and research for students, research 
scholars and faculty members in the field of law. 

Evaluation of Web Resources 

Web resources are fragile in nature. They are meant to 
provide facts, opinion, views and ideas which may be reliable 
or authentic or may be mere speculation sometime. Web 
resources have played a major role in information explosion, 
information pollution and information snags. It is very 
essential to frame or adopt principles to verify the quality of 
information available on web resources before using it for 
education and research. The Universities in United States 
and European Union usually provide a set of rules to be 
followed before referencing web information. Rai (2012) under 
her doctoral research gives evaluative criteria of web portals 
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containing legal information on the basis certain principles 
like accuracy, content, reliability, cost and clarity. 

Content 

A web resource is evaluated preliminary for its contents. 
While evaluating web resources useful for legal education and 
research, one has to check the contain coverage of the web 
resources. It must contain legislative materials, judicial law 
i.e. cases, law journals and scholarships, law reform reports or 
treaties. 

Accuracy 

After verifying the type of content, the web resources are 
evaluated by its accuracy in contents. It must contain update 
and extend of coverage legal information. It should clear cut 
indicates about the source of contents. For example ‘Indian 
Kanoon’ ( www.indiankanoon.org ) is a rich web resource 
providing bifurcated search results according to type of legal 
information. User can search case laws, legislations, academic 
journals and reports on a particular subject at a single 
platform. It also provides accurate source of information along 
with results. 

Reliability 

The third criterion to evaluate web resources is reliability of 
its information. Web Resources providing property citation 
are more reliable as compare to non-cited information. On the 
other side, access of legal information through web portals 
must be very easy and support or response option for 
querying about clarification must be available. ‘Social Science 
Research Network’ ( www.ssrn.com ) provides citations for the 
articles as published in academic journals or SSRN citation in 
case of non-publication works. However a proper technical 
support is also responsible providing technical assistance to 
its users. 
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Cost 

It is often a chance with several web portals to ask for charges 
after search results about particular legal information. The 
fourth and prime factor evaluating for using web resources is 
involvement of hidden costs. The web resources must not 
involve hidden or advance information cost while providing 
legal information. However a research guide must be designed 
for better use and search results. There must not be hidden 
contract or restriction in downloading or print desired results. 
Digital Library of Indian Law Institute is one of the examples 
of restricted access of its publication. One can search or read 
the text of its digital contents but it is restricted to download 
or print the contents. 

Clarity 

The last but the important evaluation criterion is clarity of 
web resources. Web resources must be designed to support 
easy navigate and simple search with user friendly web 
interface. The contents provided with the web resources must 
be clearly visualized. Tutorials add additional clarity about 
the information stored and contained in the web resources. 

Explanation of Relevant Terms 

The book includes a number of specific terms. The section 
gives limited terms which are used partially, fully or as 
adjective with broad terms viz. data, information web portal, 
database, e-learning orientation programme, institutional 
repository, open access initiatives, parliamentary debates, 
legislation, case law, legal periodicals and scholarships, law 
reform reports and treaties. 

Data 

Bellinger, Castro & Mills (2004) explain data as crude and 
preliminary treated as symbols or any raw form with no 
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importance alone with no meaning itself. They elaborate data 
with the example of a spreadsheet containing digits in each 
cell but have no sense individually.In a study (Zins, 2007) 
spell out definition of data collected from a penal of members. 
He elaborates data as codified variable and useful only after 
decoding in collective format for useful in empirical study. 
Wellisch (1996) uses the term datum. He elaborates data as 
depiction of concepts or entities useful to communicate and 
interpret manually or automated. Wellisch (1996) intricate 
data enhancing human knowledge while in collective sense 
and amplify scientist, theoretical or practical field of 
knowledge preserved in recorded form or communicated 
orally.The term data is used in the study in two senses. In the 
first sense it is used for data available in public domain 
website useful for legal education and research. However the 
second sense is used in collection of responses among target 
audience. 

Information 

According to Merriam Webster dictionary, Information is to 
inform about any question and it is related to set of data in 
meaningful sequence generating knowledge. It is a 
communication of knowledge among sender and receiver. The 
book pertains to legal information where it means the flow of 
legal knowledge among information resources and 
information seekers. The term 'digital information’ is deployed 
number of times in the book pertaining to information stored 
and maintained in digital format and could be accessed 
through internet technology. Another term Public Domain 
Information is used for such information available free of cost 
and not covered under copyright laws. 

Web Portal 

Web portal is a collection of number of web pages providing 
access of numerous types of information stored. It is a virtual 
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space where digital information collection on various web 
pages is stored usually with search facility. A web portal has 
its unique Uniform remote locator (URL) address. Wikipedia 
has classified web portals in a number of types on the basis of 
their creators or handlers. They are individual, governmental, 
cultural, corporate, stock, search, tender, hosted and domain 
specific web portals. The book extends its coverage towards a 
number of web portals nesting digital information available in 
public domain or can be used under open access licenses. A 
number of governmental web portals and NGO web portals 
containing and disseminating public domain legal information 
have been discussed in the book. 

Database 

The term Database is a collection of two terms i.e. DATA and 
BASE which is self-explanatory and indicating that the place 
or equipment or the shell where data is stored for the purpose 
of storage, analysis, synthesis, repackage and retrieval is 
called database. Lavenue (1997) coins the term database as 
tool providing results about information and treated as new 
knowledge building blocks with support of information 
technology. Oxborrow (1987) considers database as 
compilation of same set of data which can be helpful in 
extracting desired results involving automated search 
programs. In the book, the term database is used in context of 
commercial database, public domain database and open access 
database. Commercial databases are managed by business 
vendors with a motive to earn money viz. LexisNexis, 
Westlaw, Hein Online, SCC Online, Manupatra and 
Corporate Law Advisor. Public domain databases are such 
databases which generally maintained by governmental 
organizations, charitable groups and public or private 
institutions facilitating access of public domain information 
having no proprietary rights under any laws at a single 
platform viz. Public domain review. Open access databases 
are such databases maintained by commercial vendors or 
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charitable institutions or governmental bodies with a view to 
provide free access of scholarly research but subject to 
restriction of copyright laws. Taylor and Francis open access 
journals; Social science research network, Find law and 
Global legal information network are some examples of open 
access databases. 

E-Learning Orientation Programme 

Electronic learning or e-learning orientation programme is a 
part of library orientation programme to be organized for 
educating users for using digital library. A digital library 
contains online databases, offline databases and web 
resources under public domain. E-learning programmes are 
arranged by academic law libraries usually at the beginning of 
each session, however in special libraries attached with 
research institutions and government departments arrange e- 
learning programmes at a regular interval or on demand of 
parental organizations. Representatives of concerned online 
databases are engaged to provide training session, however 
law libraries are responsible to intimidate about public 
domain legal resources. 

Institutional Repository 

Institutional repository is a collection of intellectual outcome 
of an educational or research institution which is preserved 
with the help of depository platform on a dedicated server 
which a view to preserve and future use. Lynch (2003) 
elaborates institutional repository is a set of services for 
collecting, managing, storing, organizing and diffusing of 
research outcome of members of a university available in 
digital format. The term institutional repositories are used in 
the book with a little instance. The term open access 
institutional repository is used to elaborating institutional 
repositories giving freely access of research output i.e. Social 
science research network database is a collection of number of 
subject based or institutional based repositories. 
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Open Access Initiatives 

Open access initiatives are summed up with the establishment 
of arXiv.org in 1991 to self-archiving of electronic preprint of 
research output of researchers in scientific fields. In 2000s a 
number of open access repositories were introduced like 
PubMed central repository, E-prints software, PLOS journals 
and BioMedcentral journals. Budapest open access initiatives 
(2002), Creative commons (2002), Berlin and Bethesda 
declarations in 2003 were adopted and implemented around 
the world supporting open access of academic research. The 
book uses the term ‘Free Access to Law Movement’ (FALM) 
which was adopted during ‘Law via Internet Conference’ in 
Montreal in 2002. The declaration results out establishing 
virtual legal information institutes nesting governmental legal 
information of countries around the world. 

Parliamentary Debates 

Srivastava (2010) advocates parliamentary debates are those 
recorded statement of proceedings of parliament which are 
discussed and materialized in records. Parliamentary debates 
are most useful for deep research on any enacted law. The 
proceedings contain conversation and debates of 
parliamentarians, consultation and views of experts and rules 
and regulations followed and referred in formulating laws. 

Legislation 

Tewari (1997) elaborates legislation as a process and practice 
of legislature in process of making legal rules by a competent 
authority. Legislation is a written law resulted out of long 
process of drafting of facts, critical discussion of legislature to 
attain desired objectives to execute rule of law in the state. 

Case Law 

Kunz (2008) elaborates case law as two folded outcome of the 
court. Firstly it provides peaceful resolution for conflict 
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between parties and secondly the decided case serves as a 
precedent or guidelines for future dealing of same nature of 
cases. Both purposes are served by the court in its written 
explanation of the facts, and the reasoning behind it. 

Legal Periodicals and Scholarship 

Kunz (2008) explains legal periodicals are a collection of 
articles of variety of legal topics and published at a fixed 
periodicity like weekly, monthly, quarterly, half yearly and 
sometimes yearly. Legal periodicals are further divided in four 
categories like law reviews published by law schools, bar 
journals, commercial legal newspapers and newsletters. 

Law Reform Reports 

Law reform reports are those government documents 
resulting out of research and observation of governmental 
bodies, committees or commissions dealing with specific social 
issues before making laws or during reviews of existing laws 
e.g. Law Commission of India reports and National Human 
Rights Commission reports. 

Treaties 

As elaborate under ‘Vienna Convention on the Law of 
Treaties’ by United Nation (1969), a treaty is an agreement 
between two or more countries to obligate on specific or 
general principles. Treaty refers to instruments binding at 
international law, concluded between Countries. 

Purpose to compilation of Book 

The purpose and objective of the book is to evaluate 
awareness and optimum use of public domain resources. It 
begins with the findings of public domain resources useful for 
users of Law Institutions. The book has been compiled to 
know about the awareness of use of public domain legal 
resources by Law Researchers. It also highlights over to know 
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whether the public domain resources are being utilized for 
research purpose or not. It also discuss about the constraints 
in using public domain resources in research. It elaborates the 
best possible methods to optimize use of public domain 
resources. The Book focuses on awareness about availability 
of public domain resources funded and maintained out of 
public fund useful for research and educational purposes 
among researchers, it is derived out to well informed about 
the constraint factors and reasons for lacking of utilization 
public domain resources. 

It is well established that the users of Law Libraries are 
lacking in optimum utilization of public domain resources in 
their day to day research activities due to non-awareness and 
improper guidance. Users of law libraries prefer computer 
assisted legal research for legal research activities. However, 
Public domain resources are lacking in term of effective search 
strategy and are not considered consistent source of 
information. There is a need to regulate and standardize 
public domain resources so as to increase its credibility. The 
book has been compiled to spread awareness of public domain 
resources among the users of the libraries of law institutions 
and awareness about existence of public domain resources 
useful for legal education and research. 

Conclusion 

Public domain resources or simply known open access 
resources has become vital tools of education and research 
now a days. Various general public domain resources like 
Europeana, Internet Archive, Wikimedia Commons, Flickr the 
Common, Wikisource, Project Gutenberg, The Pulic Domain 
Review and creative common search tools are coming up in 
front for neutralising information needs in not only in 
education development but also for policy making and 
decision taking activities. 
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2 


INTRODUCTION 


In previous chapter we learnt about various concepts of public domain 
resources. This chapter articulates development of copyright laws 
around the world and India. It elaborates age related aspects of 
intellectual assets under various copyright laws around the world. 
Copyright laws vs. open access and the role of creative common 
licenses has also been discussed to aware information scientists about 
open license system. 

Development of Copyright Laws around the World 

The reason to birth of copyright laws is primarily blamed to 
the invention of print technology by Gutenberg in 1436. A 
number of printing agencies started to print copies of books 
and other material at a very fast rate, which resulted in 
competition in the form of unauthorized copies of books of 
authors in Europe. A Royal Charter was as a pioneer step of 
copyright was granted to the Stationers Company to 
administer, a system of private registration of all published 
work. Almost after 100 years, License Act was introduced and 
passed by the British Parliament to prohibit the printing of 
any book without licensed and register with the Stationers 
Company in 1662. The first two law instruments were 
declared as biased and favorable to monopoly of book 
publishers. In 1694, the British Parliament abolished and 
refused to renew the powers of Stationers Company. The 


13 



Public Digital Estate: Legal Education and Research 


pioneering laws protecting copyrights was adopted in England 
as Statute of Anne, 1710 with fixed term protection over the 
intellectual assets of the creators with a compulsory deposit of 
copyrighted work at specific copyright libraries. Finally 
British Parliament passed its Copyright Act in 1911 
abolishing almost twenty small and big legislation passed 
in past. 

The birth of copyright Law in United States of America is 
counted since the Congress enacted first federal Copyright 
Law in 1870. A separate Copyright Office was established in 
1897 to look after copyright registration and other issues. A 
number of international instruments were nurtured to 
prevent creative works of the authors or creators. Paris 
Convention was the pioneering convention held in 1883 
specifically to protect industrial intellectual property. The 
second and the most successive convention was held at Bern 
in 1886 and known as Bern Convention. It was mutually 
accepted by the member countries to protect literary work of 
the authors. It was reappraised many times. It was revised at 
in 1908 at Berlin second time. It was revised third time at 
Rome in 1928 and fourth time at Brussels in 1948. It was 
further revised at Stockholm fifth time in 1968 and at sixth 
and last time at Paris in 1971. The next convention was 
adopted as Universal Copyright Convention in 1952 and 
subsequently its second edition in 1971 at Paris. World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) was adopted in 
1967 with the objective to preserve and respect intellectual 
property throughout the world. Apart from, a number of other 
related international tools were adopted i.e. International 
Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of 
Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations 1961 (Rome 
Convention); Convention for the Protection of Producers of 
Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of their 
Phonograms, 1971 and Convention relating to the 
Distribution of Programme carrying Signals transmitted by 
Satellite, 1974. 
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Copyright Laws in India 

India as a hub of intellectual output is well known for its 
ancient manuscripts like Manu Smriti, Vedas and 
Upanishads. The Nalanda University was very famous for its 
library having three buildings called RatanSagara, 
Ratnaodahi and Ratnaranjaka and it had the readership from 
international countries like China, Japan, Malaysia and 
Myanmar. The first law relating to Copyright was adopted 
and applied in India in 1847. The Indian Copyright Act, 1847 
was enacted by the Governor General of India in Council on 
15 th December 1847 and it came into force till 1911. The 
Copyright Act passed by British Parliament in 1911 replaced 
all other colonial acts applicable to all colonies of the British 
Government. 

With a view to cope with the conditions of Indian 
literature, the Governor General of India enacted Indian 
Copyright Act in 1914, which was an extended version of 
British Copyright Act 1911. The Copyright Act 1914 came 
into existence till 1957. The Indian Copyright Act 1957 was 
framed and adopted on the basis of international 
instruments i.e. Berne Convention, 1886 and Universal 
Copyright Convention 1952. The Copyright Act 1957 
contains a number of leading sections like creation of 
copyright office, setting up of copyright board, enlargement 
of the scope of copyright; reacquire copyright, extension of 
right to translation and rights to Akin to copyright. The 
Copyright Act, 1957 was amended several times in 1984, 
1992, 1994 and 2012. 

Age of Intellectual Assets under Copyright Laws 

Copyright laws empower the right holders to enjoy financial 
and presentation rights over the literary work, music, sound 
recording and other intellectual assets but with specific 
period. Copyright laws of different countries speak these 
privileges in little bit different manners.United Kingdom 
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Copyright Act 1988 says the copyright of a literary, dramatic 
musical or artistic works keep enforce upto 70 years from the 
end of the calendar year in which the last remaining author 
of the work dies. If the author is unknown, copyright will last 
for 70 years from end of the calendar year in which the work 
was created, although if it is made available to the public 
during that time, (by publication, authorized performance, 
broadcast, exhibition, etc.), then the duration will be 70 
years from the end of the year that the work was first made 
available. The UK copyright act also provides certain 
restricted acts. It is an offence to perform any of the 
following acts without the consent of the owner: Copy the 
work. Rent, lend or issue copies of the work to the public. 
Perform, broadcast or show the work in public. Adapt 
the work. 

United States of America enacted first copyright law in 
1787 in US Constitution and a separate law was 
introduced as Copyright Act in 1790 which is lastly revised 
in 1976. US Copyright act says that any work published 
after 1 st January 1978 shall be treated as copyrighted till 
70 years after the death of author(s) or creator(s). However 
the work published before 1923 shall be treated free from 
copyright. 

Indian Copyright Act (1957) states that the term of 
copyright in published literary, dramatic, musical and 
artistic works shall subsist within the lifetime of the author 
until fifty years from the beginning of the calendar year 
next following the year in which the author dies. In case of 
anonymous and pseudonymous works copyright shall 
subsist until fifty years from the beginning of the calendar 
year next following the year in which the work is first 
published. In the case of a record, copyright shall subsist 
until 50 years from the beginning of the calendar year next 
following the year in which the record is published. In the 
case of Government work, where Government is the first 
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owner of the copyright therein, copyright shall subsist until 
50 years from the beginning of the calendar year next 
following the year in which the work is first published. In 
the case of a work of an international organization, 
copyright shall subsist until fifty years from the beginning 
of the calendar year next following the year in which the 
work is first published. 

Copyright Laws vs. Open Access and the Role of 
Creative Common Licenses 

One should be very cautious while using open access literary 
work. It must be clearly kept in mind that open access 
contains only a right to access without monetary 
consideration but with implications of copyright laws. Open 
access is a movement to motivate academic researchers, 
authors and scientists to provide their research findings to 
general public without control of commercial players. But it 
should not be contradicted with the term of public domain. 
Public Domain is a term used for the literary work for which 
the copyright terms has expired under the law. A number of 
efforts have been taken to prevent copyright of work 
available in open access. Creative Common License is one of 
the effective steps to prevent rights of the owner or creator 
providing their work in open access environment for public 
reference. 

Center for the Public Domain initiated the pioneering 
support to create Creative Commons in 2001 involving a 
number of intellectual groups. Creative Commons introduced 
its first set of copyright licenses in December 2002 for public. 
Creative Commons undertook a number of projects on science, 
education and global infrastructure for sharing culture, 
education, government, science, and more. 

Creative Commons provides a simple, standardized way to 
give the public permission to share and use your creative work 
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as per conditions selected by the contributor. The terms and 
conditions of the copyright can be altered by the owner 
himself. Internet is the biggest role player for universal access 
of research, education and culture. The use of copyright 
licenses and tools of Creative Commons permits the creators 
of creative work to mould copyright terms and conditions 
according to their own discretion. The below mentioned 
figures from Creative Commons certifies the state of open 
access culture around the world. 


Number of Creative 


Commons-licensed works 




Figure 1.1 —Creative Common Licenses 

(Referred from https://stateof.creativecommons.org/img/sotc2.png) 


Figure 1.1 shows that till 2006 50 million Creative 
Commons licensed works were available which were increased 
by 400 million till 2010 and 882 million till 2014. The growth 
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of creative common licensed works is remarkable and shows 
the positive interest of institutions and organization to put 
their research outcome in open access under creative 
commons license work. 


Where CC-licensed works are published 



Figure 1.2 —Where CC licensed works are published 

(Referred from https://stateof.creativecommons.org/img/sotc2.png) 


Figure 1.2 shows that CC Licensed works are majorly 
published in North America preceded by Europe. The 
growth of CC Licensed work is 16% in Asia Pacific countries 
which are not at par with rest of the world. African 
continent has the least growth of CC Licensed works in 
open access. 
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Figure 1.3 —Websites Using CC Licenses 

(Referred from https://stateof.creativecommons.org/img/sotc2.png) 


Figure 1.3 shows that the social networking websites like 
You Tube, Wikipedia, Flickr, Plos, Scribd, jamendo and so on 
are using CC Licenses. A total of 9 million websites use 
creative commons Licenses around the world to provide open 
access of videos, articles, photos, stories, songs and other 
research activities. 



Figure 1.4 —Countries with National Commitments 
to Open Education 

(Referred from https://stateof.creativecommons.org/img/sotc2.png) 
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Figure 1.4 is a presentation of 14 countries around the 
world having national commitments to open education. 
Argentina, Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Mauritius, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, Scotland, Slovenia, South 
Africa, United Kingdom and United States of America are 
among of these countries. It is very surprising fact that these 
countries provide text books in open access environment 
under CC Licenses save 100 million dollars of students every 
year. Open Access no doubt is a very supporting in the 
development of not science and technology but also for 
cultural and social development around the world. But it is 
also the moral duty of the users of open access material to 
respect intellectual rights of the creator of such work in any 
form. The war of socialist and law makers are as old as since 
1662 AD when the first copyright law was passed in England, 
but the rights are still under control of commercial vendors to 
make easy money through selling ideas and hard core efforts 
of content creators. Internet technology has opened the ways 
of facilitating information at faster speed. A number of open 
access initiatives have also been adopted during a number of 
conventions which resulted in adoption of gold and green 
routes of open access and motivation of research institutions 
and government organization facilitating their research 
outcomes in open access. It is a very good sign to protect a 
right of an individual or institution through CC Licenses 
along with use of their intellectual output in open access 
environment. 

Conclusion 

Copyright laws primary save the interest of author or the 
creator of scholarly contents, but it is also parallel true that 
copyright laws are playing essential role in protecting the 
rights of publishers who makes profit out of copyright 
transferring agreements with the authors. Since the invention 
of printing press in 1436, the first two legislations passed in 
British Parliament found publishers centric. The first 
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Copyright laws in India after independence, was enacted in 
1957, which has been amended several time till 2012. 
Copyright laws is now also inform in open access regime but, 
the tools like Creative Common Licenses have come up to cope 
with problem or restricted access of copyrighted contents. 
Creative Common Licenses are becoming popular around the 
world. 
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3 


INTRODUCTION 


In previous chapter, we have discussed a number of important 
definitions, objective and purpose of the book. Present chapter 
discusses concept and explanation of public domain. A timeline 
pertaining to open access development has been discussed in this 
chapter to trace development of open access around the world. Free 
access to law movement started since 1992 has also been highlighted. 
The chapter describes public domain legal resources around the world 
explaining contribution of five common law countries like Australia, 
Canada, India, Great Britain or United Kingdom and United States 
of America. The chapter also elaborates various open access initiatives 
taken in India. A number of initiatives supported by non¬ 
governmental organization of India have also been discussed in the 
chapter. 

Public Domain: Concept and Explanation 

The term public domain is principally associated with the 
copyright laws. Under copyright laws public domain is such 
work or information which has passed the tenure of copyright 
duration or the work which does not come under the preview 
of copyright law. Litman (1990) explains public domain as the 
right to use the work without infringement of its originality 
and with no requirement of acknowledging the owner. It is the 
rule of re-use of work under open access not only to limited 
authors but used widely also. The copyright laws are thus 
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permitted to use of copyrighted work limited to some extent 
under fair use and after expiration of such term of protection. 
Boyle (2003) describes historical aspects and usage of term 
public domain in relation to intellectual property rights. He 
finds that the term public domain was initially in use for 
public lands in United States of America. The term was firstly 
used in the context of copyright free under Berne Convention, 
which is a French term ‘domaine public’. He argues that the 
copyright laws are in fact created with the principles to 
support public domain and open access of copyrighted work 
through conditions of life term of rights and fair use doctrines. 
Deazley (2006) defines public domain work qualifying one or 
many conditions viz. Work not fulfilled conditions for 
copyright protection under copyright laws; the work not 
protected due to expiration of copyright term; the work used 
with permission of copyright holder by public; work 
permissible under fair use or fair deal principles or judicial 
intervention. 

Stokes (2009) discusses the public domain under the limit 
of the copyright. He argues that the subject matter in public 
domain is common to all for free for coping and exploit and 
can be re use as proprietary and privatized manner. He finds 
that the legislators are becoming crazier to protect public 
domain as intellectual commons. He refers a case of Privy 
Council where the count says the work in public domain can 
be used freely and such work edited by any moderator can be 
protected under copyright laws. 

Rosnay & Martin (2012) expound public domain as 
plenitude of information free from copyright barriers useful 
for deviation of new knowledge at zero cost. Existence of 
public domain is essential for socio-economic development of a 
country. Public domain is elaborated as the work pertaining to 
culture and society which may be used without diminution of 
copyright laws. Public domain lies in two notions of structural 
public domain and voluntary commons. Under structural 
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public domain those works which are not covered under 
copyright laws or considered under public domain due to 
expiration of limit of copyright terms are counted. In addition 
to structural public domain, voluntary commons indicate such 
works which are shared voluntarily by the owners of 
copyrighted works or such works which are permissible under 
the fair use or fair dealing principles under copyright laws. 
They further elucidate general principles for maintenance of 
public domain enriching social, economical and cultural 
uplifting. The principles for structural public domain explain 
“public domain as rule and copyright protection is exception” 
which indicates that the volume of public domain is growing 
every year. Second principle states that term of public domain 
must be compromised for the tenure enjoyable for owner of the 
work with consideration of safeguarding of public interest. 
Third principles states there should not be any possibility to 
re-establish rights on works under public domain. Fourth 
principle talks about empowerment of the users of digital copy 
of public domain work. Fifth and final general principle for 
structural public domain says that the contractual obligation 
over the user of public domain work should not be imposed. 
They further intricate two principles for voluntary common 
works under public domain too. The first principles for 
voluntary common works states that if the author(s) of any 
work willing to contribute voluntary, he or she must not abide 
under any laws to prevent his or her action for benefiting the 
society. On the other part they elaborates the second 
principles ensuring effectiveness of fundamental clauses of 
copyright laws protecting public interest through fair dealing 
and fair use principles. These principles stress over 
emphasises of less control and maximum utilization of public 
domain resources for social and cultural development. They 
elucidate general recommendations flourishing public domain. 
They recommend that the term of copyright must be curtailed 
and the definition of copyright must be flexible for more 
possibility to cover copyright work under public domain. They 
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advocate that the work of a country deemed to be public 
domain must be recognized under public domain for all 
countries in the world. Like copyright laws, any misleading 
rights practiced over public domain work must be under penal 
provisions. The work under public domain must be structured 
and presented avoiding orphanage treatment of such work. 
They endorse that the archival institutions must be 
responsible to maintain public domain for best use by the 
citizens and the legal hurdles for sharing work under 
voluntary commons must not be abide under any law. 

Mannapperuma, Schofield, Yankovsky, Bailey & Urban 
(2014) under a handbook define public domain as such work 
not protected under copyright laws. They elaborate that the 
work having no copyright obligation due to expiration of 
copyright term or the work not subject to copyright due to 
nature of content is counted under public domain. 

Open Access Initiatives: Developmental Aspects 

Lebert (2015) discovers a chronological development of open 
access initiatives. He starts with the foundation of ‘arXiv’ in 
1991 by Cornell University for preserving articles on science 
and mathematical sub topics. After ‘arXiv’, the next 
development is traced as the ‘Internet Public Library’s 
periodical collection’ in 1996 containing open access 
magazines. Hindawi Publishing Corporation launched 
‘Hindawi project’ maintaining open access journals in 1997. 
Currently the project facilitates access of more than 437 peer 
reviews open access journals pertaining to science. Lebert 
traces introduction of ‘MedKnow’ services facilitating access of 
again peer reviews online journals in the field of science 
technology and medical journals. Currently ‘MedKnow’ has 
been taken over by Wolters Kluwer facilitating open access to 
354 journals of 322 learned societies and associations. 
Association of Research Libraries founded ‘Scholarly 
Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC)’ in 
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1998 for more visualization of open access trans-boundary 
resources. Lebert finds introduction of 'Open Archives 
Initiatives (OAI)’ in 1999 and 'BioMed’ Central in 2000 
disseminating open access of Science technology and medicine 
peer reviewed journals. Currently BioMed Central maintains 
285 journals. Public Library of Science was established in 
2000. He explains that the introduction of 'Creative Commons’ 
in 2001 was major setback providing copyright protection of 
open access work with introduction of four types of licences. 
'Wikipedia’ founded by the Jimmy Wales et Larry Sanger was 
one of the revolutions in open access era. It was launched in 
2001 with the facility of create pages, edit pages and update 
information time to time. 

He discusses about the adoption of 'Budapest Open Access 
Initiatives (BOAI)’ in 2002 which states that the research 
work shall be available on internet for read, download, 
distribute, print and metadata indexing of the link to personal 
web portals of institutional libraries but unlimited use with 
proper acknowledgement of the authors. 'Scholarly Publishing 
and Academic Resources Coalition Europe (SPARC)’ was 
setup in 2002 to support open access of research work 
collaborating research libraries, national libraries, and other 
information centres. 'Directory of Open Access Journals 
(DOAJ)’ was constituted in 2003 which is a biggest imitative 
facilitating access of more than 10459 journals from 134 
countries as on February 18, 2015. The best thing to use 
DOAJ is to provide access to only authentic peer reviewed 
journals. 

'Registry of Open Access Repositories (ROAR)’ was also 
introduced in 2003 indexing institutional repositories around 
the world. Currently, 4009 repositories have been indexed and 
can be referred from ROAR. Bethesda Statement was declared 
in 2003 to support open access to scientific literature 
especially for biomedical research community. The third 
important statement was 'Berlin Declaration on Open Access 
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to Knowledge in the Science and Humanities’. Berlin 
declaration was adopted in 2003. Berlin declaration states 
that the open access of scientific and humanities literature 
should be done with prior permission and proper credentials 
to the author of the scholarly communication available in 
digital format. 

Google launched ‘Google Scholar’ as a single window 
search engine for browsing scholarly literature available in 
public domain and in the databases maintained by 
commercial vendors with subject to accessibility or permission 
right. ‘Directory of Open Access Repository (OpenDOAR)’ as 
maintained by University of Nottingham, UK gives access of 
more than 2600 open access repositories from a single 
platform. United State Congress sanctioned permission to 
public access of research contents published by the ‘National 
Institute of Health (NIH)’ benefiting scientist and research 
community working in the field of medical and health services 
in 2005. In 2006, ‘SHERPA/RoMEO’ with a view to open 
access database of journals and publisher open access policies 
was established in 2006 by University of Nottingham, United 
Kingdom. 

The project ‘SHERPA/RoMEO’ is funded by ‘Joint 
Information Systems Committee (JISC)’. In 2006, ‘OpenDepot’ 
project was maintained by Edinburgh University and funded 
by Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) benefiting 
researchers worldwide without establishing local repositories 
at their host institutions. Richard Poynder launched a web 
portal showing ‘Richard Poynder’s Open Access Interviews’ 
where the interviews of leaders, thinkers and practitioners of 
the open access movement during 2007. In support of open 
access policies for creating, disseminating and preservation of 
research outputs, ‘Enabling Open Scholarship (EOS)’ was 
launched in 2007. ‘Academia.edu’ can be traced as a 
revolution sharing research scholarship of academic 
researchers. ‘Academia.edu’ was established in 2008. 
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Currently ‘Academia.edu’ contains more than 17,896,970 
research papers contributed by academic community around 
the world as stated by Lebert. 

‘Open Access Publishing in European Networks (OAPEN)’ 
was a major initiative providing access of full text books from 
humanities and social science subject areas. The initiative as 
launched in 2008 is supported by European Union in 
collaboration with academic publishers and research 
institutes from Europe. OAPEN currently provides access of 
3093 books published by more than 50 publishers around the 
world in more than 35 languages. ‘CiteSeerX’ primarily 
responsible for maintaining data like algorithms, metadata, 
services, techniques and software was launched in 2008 
preserving literature on computer and information science. 
Harvard University initiated a programme called ‘Digital 
Access to Scholarship at Harvard (DASH)’ in 2009 with a 
motive to facilitate access of scholarship of the University. Till 
June 2015, 5.5 million downloads of research output of the 
University, have been noted by DASH. 

‘DSPACE’ was launched by the MIT supporting 
establishing digital repositories for maintenance research 
outcomes of universities and research establishments around 
the world. According to www.maps.repository66.org 1225 
digital repositories have been maintained through DSPACE. 
A number of other projects like Timeline of the Open Access 
Movement by Peter Suber, Open Access Tracking Project 
(OATP), Open Access Scholarly Information Source Book 
(OASIS), Compact for Open Access Publishing Equity (COPE), 
Confederation of Open Access Repositories (COAR) and 
DataCite are some other open access initiatives adopted and 
initiated during the year 2009. 

According to Lebart the year 2010 traces a number of 
initiatives supporting open access movement around the 
world viz. Open Access Infrastructure for Research in Europe 
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(OpenAIRE), Open Access Journal Bibliography and 
Bibliography on Citation Impact. ‘Director of Open access 
book (DOAB)’ on the basis of Directory of Open Access 
Journals was launched in 2012. DOAB contains links of peer 
reviewed books published by reputed publishers under open 
access licenses. Currently, DOAB facilitates access of 3201 full 
text books form 107 publishers. ‘Budapest Open Access 
Repositories recommendations’ were published in ten points 
for better visibility of open access resources. 

In 2014, Sponsoring Consortium for ‘Open Access 
Publishing in Particle Physics (SCOAP3)’ was initiated with 
support of 1000 libraries, library consortia and research 
organizations from 24 countries. Currently SCOAP3 is 
supported by 3000 information institutions and funding 
agencies from 41 countries. ‘Registry of Research Data 
Repositories (Re3data.org)’ was initiated by DataCite in May 
2015. Re3data.org facilitates access of scholarly contents 
stored in 1200 data repositories through managing digital 
object identifies for datasets. 

In 2015, International Open Data Chapter was adopted 
and collaborated by governments of 75 countries and 53 
organizations for sharing and establishing databases based on 
shared principles established. These shared principles are 
“Open by Default; Timely and comprehensive, accessible and 
usable, comparable and interoperable, for improved 
governance and citizen engagements and for inclusive 
development and innovations. In, 2015 OpenCon conference 
was organised in Brussels, Belgium. 

In 2016, European Union putout that all scientific papers 
published in Europe would be accessible under open access 
environment by 2020. In 2017, the service of OpenDepot.org 
was ceased and it was merged with Zenodo. The year ‘2018’ 
witnessed forming a sustainable transaction to open 
scholarship by Social Publisher’s Coalition (SocPC). Delhi 
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Declaration on Open Access was issued and signed by the 
members of Open Access in India and Creative Commons of 
India. On the other instance, 'Translating Society Publications 
to Open Access’ was formed. Plan S was introduced by Science 
Europe’s initiative of “cOAlition s” in September 2018. This 
initiative was supported by 12 countries with a motto of 
preserving and disseminating all research outcome involved 
public fund in Europe by 2021. 'Vienna Declaration on the 
European Open Science Cloud’ was introduced and framed by 
European Union ministerial secretariat in November 2018. 

The year 2019 witnesses a number of open access 
initiatives and adoption of declarations round the year. 
"Helsinki Initiative on Multilingualism in Scholarly 
Communication” was prepared and adopted for evaluating in 
Social Science and Humanities research of European Network 
in January 2019. "Library Manifesto for Europe” which 
guarantees for anytime, everyone, anywhere deliverance of 
library services for enhancing knowledge, was introduced in 
April 2019. "Sao Paulo Statement on Open Access” for 
extending the open science initiative for African Countries 
was adopted by "African Open Science Forum” in association 
of cOAlition S, OA202, AmeLICA and SciELO in May 2019. 
"The Beijing Declaration of Research Data” was framed and 
adopted for global collaboration for enhancing visibility of 
public research data in September 2019. In September 2019, 
another initiatives "No Fee Science and "March for Better 
Science” was introduced and adopted. African and European 
organisations agreed to frame "Declaration for the Sharing 
and Opening of Research Data for Sustainable Development” 
with a motto to follow principles of open science with a view to 
interest of sustainable development in October 2019. 

Twenty-Twenty (2020) is a revolutionary year which was 
started with attack of a pandemic disease known COVID 19 
world widely. In the first phase of this year, the Corona Virus 
attacked on more than fifteen lakh people and killed more 
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than 1 lakh people around the world. Due to lockdown and 
shutdown of academic and research institutions enhanced 
usage and dependency of open access resources. A number of 
commercial databases made its resources under open access to 
support academic and research communities around the 
world. In the month of January 2020 on 10 th day, 
“Netherlands Institute Voor Beeld en Geluid” celebrated 
Public Domain Day. For supporting open access in publishing, 
Academic Publishing in Europe APE 2020 Conference was 
organised at Berlin Brandenburg Academy of Science and 
Humanity, Germany on 14 th Day of January 2020. MIT H-Net 
(Humanities and Social Sciences Online) organised a one day 
workshop on “Open Art Histories: A One Day Critical 
Pedagogy on 31 st Day of January 2020. A number of events 
like “Linked Open Data in Libraries, Archives and Museum 
2020 Summit at Los Angeles, United States” and “OPENCON 
202 at Cleveland” were organised in February 2020. 

Conclusion 

Public domain is the now understandable, as a virtual or 
digital space where, copyright left regime or non-copyrighted 
intellectual assets are preserved for public use. The chapter 
has explained a number of scholars’ view about public domain. 
A timeline tracing pioneering of open access movement 
around the world have also been explained for wider 
understanding of the initiatives taken into consideration. 
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4 


INTRODUCTION 


In previous chapter we familiarised about the concept of public 
domain. Open access initiatives undertaken at various governmental 
as well as international bodies have also been discussed. In this 
chapter we will take on informative path to know about public 
domain resources useful and available to server legal community 
during the ordinary course of legal education and research. On the 
basis of maintenance by various governmental and international 
agencies, public domain legal resources can be categorized in five 
categories i.e. parliamentary resources, legislative resources, case 
laws, law reform reports and journals and scholarships. The section 
discusses these public domain legal resources maintained by five 
common law counties i.e. Australia, Canada, India, United 
Kingdom and United States of America. Lets finds a number of 
public domain legal resources exploring parliamentary resources in 
this chapter. 

Parliamentary Resources 

Parliament is the apex institution of each country 
responsible to consider situations for providing rules and 
regulations for betterment of its citizens. The members of 
parliament discuss draft laws consider required changes and 
finalize laws applicable to citizens with the help of executive 
and judiciary mechanism. Under its law making process, 
parliaments generate a number of information like debates, 
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committee reports, draft bills and final legislation or laws. 
Now a day, this information is accessible through the web 
portal of respective parliament. Srivastava (2010) advocates 
parliamentary debates as those recorded statement of 
proceedings of parliament which are discussed and 
materialized in records. Parliamentary debates are most 
useful for deep research on any enacted law. The proceedings 
contain conversation and debates of parliamentarians, 
consultation and views of experts and rules and regulations 
followed and referred in formulating laws. The section gives 
an overview over the parliamentary resources of five 
common law countries maintained by respective 
parliaments. 

Australian Parliament Resources 

The Parliament of Australia was established on 9 th May at 
Parliament House at Royal Exhibition Building, Melbourne 
and functioned at same place till 1927. It shifted to Old 
Parliament Building at capital Canberra. The current 
Building was occupied by the Parliament on 9 th May 1988. 
The Parliament has two section i.e. Senate having 76 
members and 150 members of House of Representatives. 

The web portal of Parliament of Australia is a rich 
source of parliamentary process in due course of making 
laws. Parliamentary business like bills and legislation , 
chamber documents, Hansard (Parliamentary Debates), 
Committee Reports, Senate Estimates, statistics and petition 
are openly available for public use. Parliament of Australia 
web portal possesses a number of other important 
information like information about formation and 
governance of the country, information of senate and House 
of Representatives 9 and educational information resources 
including resources for students, resources for teachers and 
multimedia files. 
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Web portal access link: 
http://www.aph.gov.au/ 



Figure 2.1 —Parliament of Australia Website 

Hansard also known as debates is a prime document 
consisting discussion during drafting legislation. The Web 
portal provides access to Hansard Chamber Senate and 
Hansard Chamber House of Representatives since 1 st 
Parliament i.e. 08 th May 1901. Hansard may be searched 
through a search engine with various search options 
specifically designed for the purpose accessible under the tab 
Hansard given at the top of the web portal as shown in 
Figure 2.2. 
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Figure 2.2 —Parliament of Australia Hansard Search Portal 


Canada Parliament Resources 

Parliament of Canada was established in 1867 at Centre 
Block Parliament Hill Ottawa, Ontario Canada under the 
control of British Parliament. Canada Parliament enjoyed full 
legislative autonomy only in 1931 by enacting Statute of 
Westminster Act 1931 by British Parliament. However, 
Queen Elizabeth II was designated as Monarch of Canada 
until 1952. Canada Parliament had limited powers to amend 
its constitution till 1982 and the power to constitution was 
with British Parliament before 1982. The Parliament of 
Canada also has to sections viz. Senates and House of 
Commons consisting 105 members at Senate and 308 
Members of Parliament at House of Commons. 

Web portal access link : The web portal of Parliament of 
Canada provides access information in two languages i.e. 
English and French. 
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Web Access Link (English): https://www.parl.ca/ 



Figure 2.3 —Parliament of Canada Website 

The web portal of Canadian Parliament encompasses a 
number of useful information over the business of Senate and 
House of Commons. The Parliament of Canada webpage 
imparts valuable information about House of Commons like 
order of business, order paper, notice papers, journals, debates, 
and publication search. A separate web portal of Senate 
provides access of Senate debates since 1867, journals, order 
papers, notice papers, bills before parliament and webcasts of 
Senate proceedings at https://sencanada.ca/en/in-the- 
chamber/debates. It embodies rules and procedures like rules 
of the Senate, speaker’s rulings, procedure and practice, reports 
of the auditor general, business planning, finance and 
committees. 

Canadian Parliament Debates are available since 1867 
and can be assessed in searchable format since 1996 as shown 
in Figure 2.4. Prior to 1996 debates is simply available 
referring in pdf files and accessing under the tab Historical 
Debates of the Senate of Canada as. 
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Figure 2.4 —Parliament of Canada Debate Search 
1867 onwards 

Indian Parliamentary Resources 

The Parliament of India initiated its procedure during British 
rule in 1927 as third session of Central Legislative Assembly. 
It was officially used as the Parliament of India after the end 
of British rule. The ‘Parliament of India’ classifies in three 
sections i.e. ‘President of India’, Lower House called ‘Lok 
Sabha’ having 545 members elected directly by Indian citizens 
and ‘Upper House’ called ‘Rajya Sabha’ accommodating 250 
members elected indirectly by the representatives of 
legislative assemblies and councils. 

Web portal access link: http://www.parliamentofindia.nic.in/ 
The web portal of Indian Parliament subsumes three parts. 

• President of India portal: http://presidentofindia.nic.in/ 

• Rajya Sabha portal: http://rajyasabha.nic.in/ 

• Lok Sabha portal: http://loksabha.nic.in/ 
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Indian Parliament 






Figure 2.5 —Parliament of India Web Portal 


The Parliament of India web portal consists of three sections 
and provides separate information through each section. 

President of India web portal: In first portal it accommodates 
information regarding President of India viz. President 
Speeches, digital libraries, visit of Presidents and details and 
information about past Presidents of India. 



Figure 2.6 —President of India Web Portal 
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Rajya Sabha web portal: The web portal of Rajya Sabha of 
India embodies valuable public domain information. A Law 
research can enrich his research by accessing business hours, 
question hours, debates, member details, committee reports, 
procedures and secretariat documents. It imparts picture 
gallery, video footage, and live webcast of Rajya Sabha and list 
of print publications. 



Figure 2.7 —Rajya Sabha Web Portal 


Lok Sabha Web portal: Lok sabha is primarily responsible 
for making laws for India at union level. The web portal 
incorporates information about members, business, questions, 
debates, paper laid, legislation, committee reports, 
conferences and parliamentary digital resources. It subsumes 
publication of ministries, procedures, journal of 
parliamentary information and photo gallery. 
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Figure 2.8 —Parliament of Canada Debate Search 
1867 onwards 


Debates of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha are available in 
public domain since 1996 onward. The web portal of Lok 
Sabha facilitate access of Lok Sabha debates by its 
introduction, synopsis, uncorrected debate search, text of 
debate, debate search by members name/date of debate/ 
legislation discussed or subject/keyword search, archival 
debates and wit and humour containing poetry and couplets. 
Another official webpage facilitating access of US Congress 
document maintained by Library of Congress at 
https://www.congress.gov/ have rich US parliamentary 
resources. 

One can elude verbatim debates, official debates and 
constitutional assembly debates through web portal of Rajya 
Sabha. Official debates of Rajya Sabha are with search 
options by title search, keyword search with Boolean 
operators. 
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Figure 2.9 :—Parliament of India Debate Search (Lok Sabha) 


United Kingdom Parliament Resources 

The kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland were merged 
creating United Kingdom and the Ireland in 1801. Initially, 
the parliament of United Kingdom was overpowered by the 
members of House of Lords where members were from 
landlord communities. After introduction of UK Parliament 
Act 1911 and subsequent amendment in 1949the power of 
House of Lords members were curtailed. British Parliament 
composes of three set of elements viz. Monarch, House of 
Lords and House of Commons. Queen Elizabeth II is ex- 
officio Monarch of the British Parliament with 845 members 
at House of Lords nominated among Lords Spiritual and 
Lord Temporal (peerage members) and 650 members at 
House of Commons elected direct by citizens of United 
Kingdom. 

The Parliamentary resources of United Kingdom are 
available at the web portal of Parliament of UK. A collection 
of historical collection can also be traced at a separate 
maintained web portal known as History of Parliament. 


42 






Public Domain Legal Resources: Parliamentary Resources 

Parliament of United Kingdom: http://www.parliament.uk/ 

History of Parliament: http: / /www.history ofparliament 
online.org/ 

The web portal of Parliament of United Kingdom is a 
rich source of parliamentary information viz. 
‘Parliamentary business, House of Commons debates and 
House of Lords debates (Hansard), bills text, committee 
reports, education resources and news section pertaining to 
UK Parliament \ 



Figure 2.10 —Parliament of United Kingdom 


The Parliament of UK has a separate section called 
Hansard division responsible to maintained parliamentary 
debates of House of Lords and House of Commons and 
accessible at http://www.parliament.uk/business/ 
publications/ . The web portal also replenishes the access of 
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‘business documents, written queries and solution and written 
statements, publications of the parliamentary committees, 
publication of houses, research publications and 
parliamentary archives’. 
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Figure 2.11 —Parliament of United Kingdom Hansard 

(Debates) 

Another web portal known as The History of Parliament 
proffers public domain information over British political, 
social and local history. The web portal extends exploring 
options of historical information by members, constituencies, 
parliaments, surveys and oral history. It outreaches the 
historical documents published by House of Commons since 
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1386 to 1832 under archival section. It keeps the information 
of medieval, Tudors, Stuarts, Hanoverians and modern era 
over politics, economy, religion, diplomacy, war and society 
for public access. 
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Figure 2.12 —The History of Parliament of UK 


United States Parliament Resources 

United States Parliament is also known as United States 
House of Representatives or United States Congress. The US 
Congress was first met in 1774 having 12 representatives of 
British colonies in North America. The Congress met again in 
1776 declaring 13 colonies of United States free from Great 
Britain. Currently The Parliament of United States has two 
houses i.e. House of Representatives having 435 members and 
Senate having 100 members. 

Web portal access link: http://www.house.gov/ 
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Parliament of United States of America 


Figure 2.13 


The web portal of US House of Representatives apportions 
information pertaining to representatives, leadership, 
committees, officials and organizations, congressional 
partners, financial disclosures report and legislative activities. 
An official page of Library of Congress also sustains public 
domain resources pertaining to US Congress at 
https://www.congress.gov / . This web portal serves access of 
legislation, congressional records, committee reports and 
treaty documents. US Parliament debates are known as 
Congressional Records are also accessible through this web 
portal. 


Inter-Parliamentary Union 

Inter-Parliamentary Union is an international organization 
setup in 1889 by a group of parliamentary members around 
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the world. At present, 179 Parliaments and 12 associate 
members have memberships of Inter-Parliamentary Union. 



Figure 2.14 —Inter Parliamentary Union 

Inter-Parliamentary Union or IPU facilitates access 
of 179 parliamentary websites containing rich 
parliamentary resources. IPU also provide access of 
digital publications including books, periodicals, 
handbooks, reports and survey. IPU publications may 
be accessed or downloaded through its weblink 
http://archive.ipu.org/english/pblctns.htm. 


IPU maintains a unique database namely PARLINE. 
Parline is a good statistical database useful for researchers 
doing research on parliamentary resources. IT is accessible 
through https://data.ipu.org/. 
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Figure 2.15 —IPU Parline 


Parline has been specially designed to compare data of 
different parliaments across the country. These comparisons 
may be performed on the basis of gender study, youths, 
structure of the parliament, working of the houses and rights 
of the members. Actually the website of IPU is most 
important to browse parliamentary resources of the following 
countries. 
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A Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan 
B Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State Of), 

Bosnia And Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi 
C Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Congo, Democratic Republic of the, Costa Rica, Cote d'Ivoire, 
Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic 

D Democratic People's Republic Of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic 
E Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Estonia, Eswatini, Ethiopia 
F Fiji, Finland, France, 

G Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana 
H Haiti, Honduras, Hungary 

I Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic Of), Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy 
J Japan, Jordan 

K Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan 

L Lao People's Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg 

M Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States Of), Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Myanmar 

N Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, North Macedonia, Norway 
0 Oman 

P Pakistan, Palau, Palestine, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 

Q Qatar 

R Republic Of Korea, Republic Of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda 
S Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome And Principe, 
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Somalia, 
South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, 

Syrian Arab Republic 

T Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad And Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, Tuvalu 

U Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, 
Uzbekistan 

V Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic Of), Viet Nam 

Y Yemen 

Z Zambia, Zimbabwe 


Figure 2.16 —List of Parliamentary websites available in IPU 
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Conclusion 

Parliamentary debates, parliament committee reports and 
official reports are considered most important documents for 
decision making process. The chapter visualizes how a layman 
or a researcher can be benefited over the resources available 
in public domain. It is very much true that the information 
generated out of public institution involving public money 
should be ready available for public, however, it is equally 
responsibility of the information professionals to pass 
spectrum of knowledge path to researchers genetically. Now 
you can be able to get parliamentary debates and other official 
records of almost all of the countries exist in this World. 
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5 


INTRODUCTION 


In previous chapter we learnt, how a legal practitioner or research can 
access parliamentary information resources available in public 
domain. Inter-Parliamentary Union established in 1889 is an 
international organization facilitating access of parliamentary 
resources of around 179 parliaments besides maintaining Paraline 
database. In this chapter we will discuss about the legislative 
material including bills, legislations or statutes or we can say laws 
framed by the law making bodies available in public domain. 

Legislative Resources 

Tewari (1997) elaborates legislation as a process and practice 
of legislature in process of making legal rules by a competent 
authority. Legislation is a written law resulted out of long 
process of drafting of facts, critical discussion of legislature to 
attain desired objectives to execute rule of law in the state. 
This section is a presentation of legislative resources available 
in public domain of five common law countries. 

Australian Consolidated Act (Federal Register of 
Legislation) 

The legislation passed by Australian Legislative body is 
known as Australian consolidated acts. The Australian 
consolidated acts are available for public reference at the 
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website known Federal Register of Legislation, Australian 
Government. The web portal facilitates access of number of 
legislative materials viz. Constitution of Australian, acts, 
legislative instruments, gazettes, bills, administrative 
arrangement orders, Norfolk Island legislation and 
prerogative instruments. 

Web portal access link: 

https: / / www.legislation.gov.au/ Content/About#what 

The web portal is a collection of Constitution of Australia, 
acts, legislative instruments, gazettes, bills and other 
legislative documents. The web portal provides access of 
consolidated acts of Australia by popular titles, key recourses, 
popular categories, law by portfolio, law by territories of 
Australia and other sources of Australian laws. The web 
portal is the ultimate solution for the law researchers, 
students and attorneys to refer Australian laws. 



www.fcytUtiongov.iu 


Federal Register of Legislation 


GET LEGISLATION UPDATES MY ACCOUNT 



The Federal Register of Legislation (the 
Legislation Register) is the authorised whole- 
of government website for Commonwealth 
legislation and related documents It contains 
the full text and details of the lifecycle of 
individual laws and the relabonshps between 
them 

The Legislation Register is managed by the 
Office of Parliamentary Counsel in 
accordance with the Legislation Act 2003 


Acts 

Legislative instruments 

In Force 

Notifiable instruments 

m Force 

Bills 

As Introducer! 

Gazettes 

Information 


Figure 5.1 —Federal Register of Australia 


Canadian Legislation (Justice Laws Website) 

Canadian Government peering to effort of other countries, 
facilitates access to their laws passed by Parliaments, 
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provides access to its legislation passed through its official 
portal of Justice Laws Website. The laws are accessible in 
English and French languages. 

Web portal access link: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/ 



Figure 5.2 —Canadian Legislation: Justice Laws Website 

The Justice Laws Website of Canada government 
proffers access to legislation information like constitutional 
documents, consolidated acts, consolidated regulations, 
annual statues, statute repealed act with reports and 
repeals and miscellaneous statute law amendment 
programmes. The legislation documents are accessible 
through portable data files (pdf) formats. The web portal 
bestows access other relevant information like ‘public 
statutes and private acts tables and consolidated index to 
statutory instruments’. The special search features of this 
web portal include word/keyword search, exact phrase 
search and search within the legislation search. The title 
search, act search, chapter/registration search and date of 
legislation introduction are also available in search 
strategy. 
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Indian Code 

Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of India is 
responsible to maintain legislative information pertaining to 
legislation passed by Government of India. Central legislation 
or acts or codes passed by Central Government is accessible 
through a web portal India Code maintained by Ministry of 
Law and Justice, Government of India. 

Web portal access link: http://www.indiacode.nic.in/ 



Figure 5.3 —Indian Legislation: India Code 


India Code is a web portal incorporates access of central 
acts alphabetically and chronologically, constitutional of India 
and archival access of Indian legislation. The web portal 
encompasses admittance of legislation since 1836 followed 
during British rule. The web portal assigns search access of 
Indian legislation by short title, act number search, act year, 
act objective search, full text search and free text search. 
Indian legislation in portable data file (PDF) is also facilitated 
by the web portal for the year 2012 to 2014. 


Apart from the above web portal, the legislation of Indian 
Central government can be accessed through PRS Legislative 
Research at http://www.prsindia.org/ . 
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United Kingdom Legislation 

United Kingdom Legislation is approachable through a 
United Kingdom (UK) Official website popularly known as 
Legislation.gov.uk. The web portal is maintained by National 
Archives in authority of Her Majesty Stationery Office 
(HMSO) responsible for official government publication in 
United Kingdom. National Archives is also an executive body 
of Ministry of Law and Justice of United Kingdom. Her 
Majesty’s Stationery Office (HMSO) established in 1786, that 
is responsible to hold Crown copyright and published all Acts 
of Parliament since 1889. 

Web portal access link: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ 
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Q The Registers of Scotland (Voluntary Registration, Amendment of Fees, etc.) 
Order 2015 > 
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2015 > 
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(Northern Ireland) 2015 » 
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Frequently Asked 
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What legislation is held on 
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Will I find new legislation on 
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What legislation is available as 
revised? > 

How up to date is the revised content 
on this website? > 


Search All Legislation 


I Type: Al Legislation (excluding draff) 


Advanced Search » 


Most requested Acts 

Data Protection Act 1998 > 

Disability Discrimination Act 1995 > 
Consumer Credit Act 1974 > 

Health and Safety at work etc 1974 > 
Children Act 2004 > 

Employment Rights Act 1996 > 
Environmental Protection Act 1990 > 


Figure 5.4 —United Kingdom Legislation: legislation.gov.uk 

The web portal legislation.gov.uk assists ingress of 
legislation of United Kingdom, Scotland, Wales and North 
Ireland. The web portal accords access to UK legislation with 
search facilities like ‘title of the Act, year and number of the act 
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and types of act viz. Public general acts, local acts, Scottish 
acts, South Wales acts and other statutory instruments’. 

United State Code 

United States Code or legislation passed by United State 
Senate is accessible in public domain maintained by United 
States Government Publishing Office, (GPO). The GPO is the 
official agency of United State government for collection, 
maintenance and dissemination of official documents and 
records. GPO is accountable to facilitate access to official 
records of White House, Federal Agencies and Passports 
department of the States. The GPO’s Federal Digital System 
is widely used US Governmental database embodying a 
number of legislative resources. 

Web portal access link: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/ 


About GPO Newsroom/MedM Congressional Relations Inspector General Careers Contact askGPO Help 

GPO u s - GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE Keeping America Informed 




Home > FDsys 


FDsys: 

GPO’s Federal Digital System 

About FDsys 

Search Government Pubtcations 
Browse Government Pubtcations 
FDsys Tutonals and Webmars 
Take Our FDsys Survey! 

Customers 

Frtd the latest GPO Services 8 
Products 

Vendors 

Find out how you can Do Busness 
with GPO 

Libraries 

Fnd nformation about Federal 
depository kbranes 8 the Catalog of 
U.S. Government Pubtcations 



F/jQVQ federal digital system 

I m AMERICA S AUTHENTIC GOVERNMENT INFORMATION 

Search Government Publications Advanced Search 

Retrieve by Citation 
E22*] Help 


Federal Register 

Unified Agenda 

View > 

Introduction > 


U.S. Statutes at Large 

Public Law 84-627 - Federal-Aid 
Highway Act of 1956 

PDF > 

More Info > 




• Take Our FDsys Survey! 



• Code of Federal Regulations 

• Compilation of Presidential 
Documents 

• Congressional BAs 

• Congressional Documents 

• Congressional Hearings 

• Congressional Record 

• Congressional Reports 

• Constitution of the United States of 
Amerce: Analysis and Interpretation 

• Econo me Indicators 

• Federal Register 

• Pubic and Private Laws 

• United States Code 

• United States Courts Opnions 


• The Medicare Law of 1985 

• O/i Rights Act of 1964 

• Warren Comnrvssion Report 

• Post JFK Assassination Audio Tape 
Recordings 

• President Naon's Watergate Grand 
Jury Testimony Transcripts 

• The 9/11 Commission Report 

• TheFinancja C'ss loqu y Repon 


• President Obama s Pubhc Papers 


732 North Capitol Street, NW. Vtashington. DC 20-401 -0001 202 512 1800 


«□□□□ 


Figure 5.5 —United State Code: US Government Printing 

Office (GPO) 
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GPO’s Federal Digital System incorporates collection of 
public domain information viz. 'Government publications, 
federal regulation code, presidential documents, bills of 
congressional ,hearings, records and reports, United States 
Constitution, federal register, United States courts decisions 
and historical records of the United States’. The official 
United States Code (Legislative documents) since 1993 to 
2020 is accessible through this web portal. 

Conclusion 

Legislation or statute passed by apex body or law making 
body of a country play greater role in the life of citizens. Laws 
framed must be in well reach of people of respective countries. 
The chapter is an evidence of availability of laws designed by 
the parliament of five common law countries. One can 
refer laws of other countries through www.worldlii.org 
or specifically referring through the web-link 
http://www.worldlii.org/catalog/2027.html. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In previous chapter, public domain legal resources accessing for 
legislation or statutes were discussed. Legislation is considered a 
consolidated document framed for governing countries. In this chapter 
we will find a number of public domain legal resources which provide 
us access of cases or case law or judicial pronouncements by apex 
courts of countries around the world. 

Case Law 

Kunz (2008) elaborates case law as two folded outcome of the 
court. Firstly it provides peaceful resolution for conflict 
between parties and secondly the decided case serves as a 
precedent or guidelines for future dealing of same nature of 
cases. Both purposes are served by the court in its written 
explanation of the facts, and the reasoning behind it. Again 
the section elaborates judicial resources maintained and 
facilitating access by five major common law countries. 

Australian High Court Judgment 

The High Court of Australia is the highest authority of Law or 
apex court of Australia. It was established in 1903 by virtue of 
Judiciary act 1903 and firstly met in Benco Court on 6 th 
October 1903. The Court deals with the federal cases to check 
the constitutional application over the relation and dispute 
among federal states. It also deals with appeals arising out of 
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federal, state and territorial courts of Australia. Australia 
High Court has strength of seven judges including chief 
justice responsible to deliver justice. 

Web link of the web portal: http://www.hcourt.gov.au/ 

Web link for accessing Judgment of the Court: 
http:// www.hcourt.gov.au/publications/judgments 



Figure 6.1 —Australia High Court Web Portal 

The web portal of Australia High Court visualizes a 
number of information resources viz. court history and 
functionality, registry, cases, details of judges, publication 
like annual reports, high court bulletin, and summary of 
judgments, speeches/articles and judgments. The web portal 
provides access to Australia High Court judgments since 
2000 through a sub web portal accessed at 
http://eresources.hcourt.gov.au / . One can also access the 
judgements during 1903 to till date through Australian Legal 
Information Institute web portal accessed at 
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http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/HCA/. The data of 
judgement since 1903 to 1947 was digitized and provided for 
public use to Australian Legal Information Institute by 
Thomson Legal Regulatory Ltd which is a part of Thomson 
Reuters. 

Canadian Supreme Court Judgments 

Canadian Supreme Court was formed during 1875 by the Act 
of the Parliament. It is the final court of appeal since 1949. 
During the 1875 to 1949, the final appeals of the cases were 
entertained by the Privy Council Judicial Committee in 
United Kingdom which was abolished during in 1933 in case 
of criminal cases and in 1949 for all other nature of cases. The 
court has strength of total nine judges including chief justice. 

Web link of the web portal: 

http://www.scc-csc.gc.ca/home-accueil/index-eng.aspx 

Web link for accessing Judgment of the Court: 
http://www.scc-csc.gc.ca/case-dossier / judgment-jugement- 

eng.aspx 



Word of Welcome from the Chief Justice of Canada 


"Canadians are privileged to live in a peaceful country. 
Much of our collective sense of freedom and safety 
comes from our community's commitment to a few key 
values: democratic governance, respect for 
fundamental rights and the rule of law, and 
accommodation of difference. Our commitment to these 
values must be renewed on every occasion, and the 
institutions that sustain them must be cherished. 
Among those institutions, I believe that Canadian 
courts, including the Supreme Court of Canada, play 
an important role. A strong and independent judiciary 
guarantees that governments act in accordance with 
our Constitution. Judges give effect to our laws and 
give meaning to our rights and duties as Canadians. 
Courts offer a venue for the peaceful resolution of 
disputes, and for the reasoned and dispassionate 
discussion of our most pressing social Issues. Every 
Judge In Canada is committed to performing this 
important role skillfully and impartially. Canadians 
should expect no less.” 



Figure 6.2 —Canada Supreme Court Web Portal 
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The web portal of Canada Supreme Court incorporates a 
number of public domain information counting information 
about the functioning of court, about judges, registry, full text 
and statistics of the cases, electronic filing, acts and rules 
pertaining to Supreme Court of Canada, resources for media, 
teachers, counsel and self represented litigants. 

The judgements delivered by the Court are publically 
accessible through the web portal of Canada Supreme Court. 
Under the Section Cases , the web portal proffers access to 
historical judgements of the court since 1876 along with latest 
releases. Historical judgements are nested in a separate web 
page accessible at http: / /scc-csc. lexum.com /scc-csc/scc- 
csc/en /nav_date.do as shown in figure below. 



Figure 6.3 —Judgements of the Supreme Court of Canada 

since 1876 

The web portal of Supreme Court of Canada judgment 
furnishes access these judgements by date, case name, neutral 
citation and report. The web portal consists of a list of current 
cases decided by the court for ready reference too. 
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Judgements of Indian Courts 

India has a federal judicial system with Supreme Court of 
India as highest court of authority with twenty one high 
courts. The Supreme Court of India earlier known as Federal 
Court was established under Government of India Act, 1935. 
The name was changed as Supreme Court of India as on 26 th 
February 1950. Currently, Supreme Court of India has 
strength of thirty one judges including chief justice. Being a 
federal system of government, India maintains twenty one 
High Courts to deal with appeals arisen out of decisions of 
district courts with in the States. The strength of the judges 
in each high court depends over the population of the state. 
Uttar Pradesh High Court benches at Allahabad and 
Lucknow have a strength of ninety judges which is the 
highest number of judges in a state high court. However, 
Uttrakhand has least number of judges i.e. nine judges at its 
high court. 


Web link of the web portal: 
http://supremecourtofindia.nic.in/index.html 

Web link for accessing judgments: 
http://www.judis.nic.in/ 
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The web portal of Supreme Court of India has been 
designed and maintained by National Informatics Centre. 
The web portal is a collection of rich public domain 
information including information about chief justice and 
judges, notices and circulars, registry, e-filing of cases, cause 
lists, case information, acts and rules pertaining to 
establishment and functioning of court and publications like 
'annual report, court news, Supreme Court Reports, 
handbook for practices and procedures, manual for 
mediation training and national court management system 
information’. The web portal disburses the latest and 
important judgements through a moving sub-window. The 
tab 'case information’ facilitates access to judgments, case 
status, daily orders, official reports, India code and other 
Indian courts. 



Figure 6.5 —Judgement Information System (JUDIS) 


Judgement Information System (JUDIS) is a web portal 
created and perpetuated by National Informatics Centre 
facilitates retrieval of Supreme Court of India and high courts 
of all Indian States judgments. The judgements can be access 
through petitioners/respondents’ name, judge name, case 
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number, act/legislation, date of judgements, constitutional 
bench judgments or free text search. The official reporter of 
Supreme Court Case is Supreme Court Reporter (SCR) which 
can be search or downloaded through this web portal too. 
However, another web portal known as COURTNIC accessible 
at www.courtnic.nic.in is another useful tool under public 
domain to known the status of cases under consideration of 
courts with interim or initial orders delivered during the course 
of judicial procedure. National Informatics Centre (NIC) also 
maintains a separate web portal called INDIANCOURTS 
accessible at http: / / indiancourts. nic. in/content, htm 
facilitating open access to judgements of Supreme Court of 
India, Indian high courts, tribunals, district courts and 
commissions. 

United Kingdom Supreme Court and House of Lords 
Decisions 

United Kingdom is evident of monarchy system since ancient 
period. King’s courts and Queen’s courts was in existence in 
ancient Great Britain. Parliamentary Privy councils were 
responsible to deal with cases received from commonwealth 
countries. The House of Lords was the final court of appeal 
for the cases in United Kingdom till 2009. The United 
Kingdom Parliament approved to establish Supreme Court of 
United Kingdom and it came into existence on 30 th July 
2009. 

Web link of the web portal: https://www.supremecourt.uk/ 

Web link for access House of Lords Judgements: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/parliamen 
tary-archives / archives-electronic/house-of-lords-judgments / 
or http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKHL/ 
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Accessibility Education Press otlce Contact us FAOs Careers Cymraeg 


v\ 1 ?/ 


SUPREME 

COURT 


Bookmark £ Print page 


The Supreme Court is the final court of appeal in the UK for civil cases, and for 
criminal cases from England. Wales and Northern Ireland. It hears cases of the 
greatest public or constitutional importance affecting the whole population. We 
are open on weekdays from 0930 to 1630. 


Decided Court Visiting The About The News Current 

cases procedures Court Supreme Court and publications cases 


Figure 6.6 —Supreme Court of United Kingdom 


Public domain resources at web portal: The web portal of 
Supreme Court of United Kingdom warrants publically 
ingress information pertaining to Supreme Court viz. decided 
cases, court procedures, role of supreme court, biographies of 
judges, future judgements, latest judgements, speeches, news, 
supreme court annual reports and accounts and history of 
supreme court. Judgments delivered by the Supreme Court of 
United Kingdom since its functioning i.e. 29 th October 2009, 
can be accessed full text under the tab 'Decided Cases’ in the 
web portal. 

The Judgments delivered by the House of Lords before 
establishing of Supreme Court of India retrieves through 
the web portal as mentioned in web link section at serial 
number 2. The web portal facilitates access of full text 
judgments delivered by House of Lords since 1838 through 
web portal of British and Irish Legal Information Institute 
(BALII). 
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Supreme Court of United States of America 

Supreme Court of United States was established in 1790 
under Article III of the Constitutional provisions. The number 
of judges is fixed by the Parliament/ United States Congress 
time to time as per requirement. Currently the Supreme 
Court of United States has strength of nine judges including 
chief justice. 


Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.supremecourt.gov/ 



Figure 6.7 —Supreme Court of United States of America 

The Supreme Court United States web portal is a 
collection of useful public domain resources like court 
opinions, oral arguments, case documents, rules and guidance, 
about the court, news and events. The web portal provides 
access of US Supreme Court decisions in the form of journal 
and bound volume of US Supreme Court Report links under 
the tab Opinions. The Journal provides official reports since 
1993, however under bound volumes judgments since 2008 US 
Supreme Court Report volume 502. 
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International Court of Justice 

International Court of Justice or IJC was set up in June 1945 
under the UN Charter. However, it was functional in 1946. 
IJC seat of Court is set up at Hague, Netherlands. 15 Judges 
around the corner of the World are appointed to hear and 
solving disputes of international nature. The cases pertaining 
to international disputes and legal issues between two or 
more countries or any issue considered by United Nation, are 
taken into consideration by IJC. 

Web link of the web portal: https://www.icj-cij.org/en 

Web link for accessing Judgment of the Court: 
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/cases 



The International Court of Justice, which has its seat in The Hague, 
is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations 


i https://www.icj-cij.org/en 

Horn. Contact FAQ Employment Sitamap Site search Document search ^ f Francois 


Figure 6.8 —International Court of Justice 


Since 1946 to till date around 178 international cases have 
been resolved by ICJ. The full text of the judgements 
delivered by the Court is available through its web portal. 
Apart from judgments, one can search basic documents of the 
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courts, jurisdictional statements and other publications of IJC 
through its web portal. A separate document search option 
has been framed for advance search of document of IJC 
through https://www.icj-cij.org/en/advanced-search. 

International Criminal Court 

International Criminal Court (ICC) was established on the 
basis of Rome Statute adopted by 120 countries on July 17, 
1998. However, 60 countries ratified the Rome Statute in 2002 
echoed to establish ICC. ICC has been setup to decide 
international criminal cases on four broad topics including 
Crimes related to Genocide, War Crimes, and Crime against 
Humanity and Crime of Aggression. 

Web link of the web portal: 
https://www. icc-cpi. int/ Pages / Main.aspx 

Web link for accessing Judgment of the Court: 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/cases.aspx 



Figure 6.9 —International Criminal Court 


The court portal facilitates access of all cases decided 
based on verity of search functions. One can search cases on 
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the basis of Warrant or Summons issued type of crime, state 
of defendant, Stage of Proceedings and Situation Name. 
Website of ICC extends access of its resources especially 
bifurcated to academic and researchers, diplomats, legal 
practitioners, media, non-governmental organisations, 
teachers and high school students and vendors. 

ILO Administrative Tribunal 

The Administrative Tribunal of International Labour 
Organisation was set up in 1947. ILO Administrative 
Tribunal is responsible to entertain complaints against or for 
international civil servants and labours of international 
organisations. Till date, Tribunal has decided more than 4200 
judgements. 


Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm 

Web link for accessing Judgment of the Court: 
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/triblex/triblexmain.advancedSearch 

?p_lang-en 



Figure 6.10 —ILO Administrative Tribunal 
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ILO Administrative Tribunal is a rich treasure of 
information, not only judgments pronounced by the tribunal, 
but the web portal of the tribunal also facilitate access of 
labour statistics, laws, standards, policies and reports on 
labour related issues from around the world. This information 
is very useful for comparative analysis of labour laws and 
statistical data around the world for researchers. 

Conclusion 

International Tribunals for laws of the sea 
( https://www.itlos.org/ ), World Intellectual Property 
Rights Organisation Alternative Dispute Settlement 
Mechanism ( https://www.wipo.int/amc/en/index.html ) and 
World Trade Organisation Dispute Settlement 
( https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_e.htm ) 
and Permanent Court of Arbitrations are some more 
example of international dispute settlement court/tribunal 
system. Judgements, statistical data, analytical documents, 
reports and other relevant documents of international 
reputes can be referred through the web portals of respective 
organisations. A layman or a researcher or a student or a law 
teacher, if in need of getting judicial pronouncement, he or 
she could get the same from public domain resources. In 
other word, we can also assume that the libraries of law 
budget institutions may also compete with the rich 
institutional libraries with the proper utilisation of public 
domain resources. 


71 



Public Domain Legal 
Resources around the World: 
Law Reform Resources 


7 


INTRODUCTION 


In previous chapter, judicial pronouncements available in public 
domain through web portals of respected courts were discussed. One 
can refer not only the judicial pronouncements of apex courts of 
most of the countries around of the world but also the cases settled 
by international courts formed under United Nation Charter. In 
this chapter we will discuss about the availability of law reform 
reports under public domain resources. Law reform reports play 
vital role in development of or enhancing the quality of laws in 
futuristic sense. 

Law Reform Reports 

Government under its constitutional powers, establish a 
number of commissions and committee having experts on the 
specific subject area with a view to evaluate new or existing 
laws and social conditions. These commission and commission 
may be permanent or temporary. The reports generated by 
such commissions or committees are research outcome of 
governmental activities engaging in law making and 
synthesis process. The reports of such commission and 
committees are retrievable though web portals of such 
commissions and committees. The section divides in two sub¬ 
sections i.e. Law Reform Commissions and Human Rights 
Commissions. 
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Law Reform Commissions 

This sub-section provides informative overview over the public 
domain information maintained by law commissions of 
Australia, Indian, United Kingdom and International Law 
Commission. 


Australian Law Reform Commission 

‘Australian Law Reform Commission’ was established in 1996 
under the Act of Parliament of Australia known as ‘Australian 
Law Reform Commission Act 1996’ and ‘Public Governance, 
Performance and Accountability Act, 2013’. The prime 
responsibility of Australian Law Reform Commission is to 
evaluate legal situations on instruction of attorney general of 
Australian Government. 


Web link of the web portal: http://www.alrc.gov.au/ 



About the ALRC 


Talk to us 


The Austrakan taw Reform Commission is a federal agency that A* Austrakans should have a say m reforming MM alrc 

reviews Austraka s laws to ensure they provide improved access to laws that affect them The ALRC encourages EO Senator Smodmo* will launch 

justice for al Austrakans by malong laws and related processes more puMc participation in (s current mouines and Connection to Country- Review of 

equitable modem fair and efficient More about the ALRC ongoing work through a range ot forums and ,h * ‘Native Title Act on Monday 

MMI 


Figure 7.1 —Australian Law Reform Commission 

The web portal of Australian Law Reform Commission 
contains a number of information allowable accessing in 
public. It aggregates the collection of law reports submitted by 
the Commission. Under the tab Publication, it provides 
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searchable database for search relevant reports and other 
documents maintained by the Commission. The ALRC Brief/ 
Journal since 2011 are also accessible through the web portal. 

International Law Commission 

United Nations in its 174(11) resolution passed Statute of the 
International Law Commission’ in 1947 at Geneva, Europe. 
The Commission was setup by the United Nations to execute 
two functions viz. progressive development of international 
law and codification of international laws. Till date 
Commission has held its sixty six sessions. 

Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.un.org/law/ilc/ 






International Law Commission 


Related web sites: 


► Annual Session 



The Commission will hold its sixty-seventh session at the 
United Nations European Headquarters in Geneva from 4 May 
to 5 June and 6 July to 7 August 2015. 


Researching the work of the Commission 
Statute of the Internationa! Law Commission 

The Statute of the International Law Commission ( English ) 
(French i was adopted by the General Assembly in resolution 174 
(II) of 21 November 1947. 

Research Guide 

Not sure where to start? The Research Guide provides several 
options for researching the work product of the International Law 
Commission available on this site. 

Topics 


Figure 7.2 —International Law Commission 


International Law Commission web portal maintains 
incomparable public domain information. It is a treasure of 
international law collections viz. ‘analytical guide to the work 
of the international law’, ‘text, instruments and reports’, 
‘publications of the Commission’ and ‘yearbook of the 
international commission’. 
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Law Commission of India 

In India the first law Commission was introduced during 1834 
under the Charter Act 1833 chaired by Lord Macaulay to 
frame provisions of Indian Penal Laws which is still exist with 
minimal amendments. During the British rule three Law 
Commissions were constituted in 1853, 1861 and 1879 
respectively for framing laws for India on the pattern of 
British Parliament. The Law Commission of India was set up 
after independence in 1955 with its first chairman Mr. M. C. 
Setalvad. 


Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.lawcommissionofindia.nic.in/ 



Figure 7.3 —Law Commission of India 

The web portal of Law Commission of India visualizes 
retrieving of 'Law Commission of India Reports’ since report 
one submitted in 1955. The reports can be downloaded full 
text in portable data file format. 


Law Commission of United Kingdom 

The Law Commission at United Kingdom was set up as 
independent body by virtue of the Law Commission Act 1965 
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passed by the United Kingdom Parliament. The aim to 
constitute Law Commission is evaluate the law as fairer and 
cost-effective and simple to the citizens. 

Web link of the web portal: 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov. uk / 



Figure 7.4 —Law Commission, United Kingdom 

The Law Commission, United Kingdom web portal 
maintains collection of number of law resources like law 
reform reports; statute law repeals reports, programmes of 
law reports, consultation papers, scoping, discussion and 
subject papers and projects. 


Human Rights Commissions 

Human right commissions are statutory bodies set up with 
the purpose to monitor and protect the right to life, liberty, 
dignity and freedom of information and expression to citizens 
of respective countries. Most of the countries in the world 
have set up Human Rights Commissions as statutory body to 
execute stipulated functions mentioned in respective 
constitutional legislation. The section discusses public domain 
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resources available maintaining by five common law countries 
under human right commissions along with Asian Human 
Rights Commission and United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (UNHCHR). 

Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) 

A group of jurists who were also human right activities set up 
Asian Human rights Commission (AHRC) in 1986 with the 
objective of promotion of awareness about human rights in 
Asian region. Asian Human Rights Commission is a non¬ 
governmental organization situated at Hong Kong. The 
Commission works on more than fifty five issues related to 
human rights. The Commission is actively engaged dealing 
human rights issues of thirteen countries in Asia including 
India. 


Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.humanrights.asia/ 


Home Get Involved News Countries 


Home 



Asian Hum 

' ■■ ■ 



Follow AHRC 


O isj * □ 


Subscribe to our Mailing List 



Figure 7.5 —Asian Human Rights Commission 
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The web portal of Asian Human Rights Commission 
provides public domain resources supporting comparative 
international law in human rights. It is a big source to retrieve 
human right reports, books, journals and magazines, videos, 
photo gallery, blog, newsletters and special reports on more than 
fifty five topics. One can get opinions or columns containing 
write-ups and views of experts on several related issues. 

Australian Human Rights Commission 

Australian Federal Act 1986 resulted in establishing 
Australian Human Right Commission as independent 
statutory institution directly reported to Parliament of 
Australia with the vision ‘Human rights: everyone, 
everywhere, everyday’. 

Web link of the web portal: 
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/ 



Figure 7.6 —Australian Human Rights Commission 
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The portal proffers accessing public domain information 
viz. news, educational resources, complaints, AHRC works and 
publications on various subjects related to asylum, refugee, 
children, disabled, indigenous people and gender justice. 

Canadian Human Rights Commission 

Canadian Parliament passed Canadian Human Rights Act 
1977 showed the path to establish Canadian Human Rights 
commission with a vision i.e. “all individuals should have an 
opportunity equal with other individuals to make for 
themselves the lives that they are able and wish to have free 
from discrimination”. 

Web link of the web portal: http://www.chrc-ccdp.ca/eng 



Canadian Human Rights 
Commission 


Canadian I My Canada 

human rights includes 

commission | everyone. 


n-i 1 

~ ■ —^ « 



Figure 7.7 —Canadian Human Rights Commission 


Public domain resources like speeches, statements, tools 
for employers and employees, reports and submissions on 
accountability, aboriginal people, workplace and human rights 
are freely accessible on the web portal of Canadian Human 
Rights Commission. The web portal under the tab Resources 
facilitate retrieval of frequently asked questions, helpful links, 
news rooms and multimedia resources. 
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National Human Rights Commission, India 

Indian Parliament passed Human rights act in 1993 and 
established a statutory body at national and state level. 
National Human Rights Commission was set up at national 
level with its head office in Delhi. However State Human 
Rights Commissions were also set up to look after human 
right cases at state level. National Human Rights 
Commission is responsible to monitor specific rights of 
citizens of India for getting equal opportunity related to life 
and equality. 


Web links to the web portal: 
http: //nhrc.nic. in / 


HOME COMPLAINTS » GALLERY » CONTACT US 

National Human Rights Commission 

New Delhi. India 


• Human Rights Act, 1993 

Press Releases / 

| • Complaints 

• Composition of the Commission 



• Human Rights Cases 

• Declaration/Covenants 

■ NHRC's month long Summer Internship Programme concludes (26.6.2015) 

■ NHRC notices to DM & SP Nagaur over gang rape of a woman at a police outpost in the 
district (26 6.2015) 

■ Doctor refuses treatment for snake bite; boy dies: NHRC notices to Health Secretary. 
Government of Biiar and SP, Skvan (24.6.2015) 

■ NHRC notices to the Government of Maharashtra and Mumbai Poice Commissioner over 
hooch tragedy in Mumbai (24.6.2015) 

■ NHRC brings respite to 32 students who were not getting B Sc (Nursing) Degree even 
after passing the course from a Central University in Madhya Pradesh (22.6.2015) 

More News 

■ Suo-Motu Cases 

■ Important Interviews/Messages 

±i Training and Education 

- Forthcoming/Recent Events 

• Research Studies & Projects 

D Human Rights Issues 

±j Important Guidelines 
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Figure 7.8 —National Human Rights Commission, India 

The web portal of National Human Rights Commission 
looks like an index containing vast quantity of public domain 
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information. The homepage of the Commission facilitate 
widely access to human rights commission act 1993, 
declaration/covenant on human rights, important interviews 
and massages, training and education resources, research 
studies and projects on human rights, human right issues, 
speeches, complaints, human rights cases, suo-motu cases, 
reports and recommendations and prison statistics. 

The Library page of the Commission is self explanatory 
maintaining huge quantity of information available under 
public domain. The tab Library facilitates access of almost all 
publications of National Human Rights Commission, Journal 
of National Human Rights Commission and Nai Dishayein 
(another journal published by the Commission). 

United Kingdom Equality and Human Rights 
Commission 

Human rights act was passed in United Kingdom in 1998 but 
the United Kingdom Equality and Human Rights Commission 
was established only after the introduction of Equality Act in 
2006. The Commission is responsible to promote and enforce 
non-discriminative laws in England, Scotland and Wales. It 
acts as the safeguard of rights of the citizens at national level; 
however Scottish Human Rights Commission also has its 
existence for dealing the matter of the same nature at 
Scotland. 

The web portal gives access of rights of citizens during 
employment, service users, human rights and legal policy. 
The web portal under the tab Publication gives access to 
reports, guidance, corporate, easy read and statutory codes 
on disability, gender, and age and sexuality orientation. 

Web link of the web portal: 
http: / / www.equalityhumanrights.com / 
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Home About us Your rights Private and public sector guidance Legal and policy Publications 


I Equality and 

Human Rights Creating a fairer Britain 

I Commission 


Our latest blog: Cleaners should feel proud of 
their work 


Figure 7.9 —Equality and Human Rights Commission 


United States Commission on Civil Rights 

United States of America parliament passed Civil Rights Act 
1957 ‘protecting the rights and safeguarding against 
discrimination on the part of age, sex, race, disability and 
justice’. The United States Commission on Civil Rights was 
established in the same year i.e. 1957. 

The web portal contains public domain resources like 
reports of the Commission, letters, press notes, public 
comments and archival collection of human rights related 
documents. Under the tab Publication, the web portal 
facilitates retrieving facility of reports and journals The tab 
also provide access of documents on various subject areas like 
judicial administration, disabled, labour, house, immigration 
and right to vote. 


Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.usccr.gov/ 
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U.S. COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 


Home About Us | Virtual Press Room Meeting Calendars Publications Transmit a Complaint aearinghouse | Public Comments | 
Archives I Sitemap I Contact Us | Inspector General Reports I Statutory Enforcement I Advisory Committees 


The only official \iews of the United States Commission on Civil Rights 
are found on the Commission's website in its reports, letters, press 
releases and other correspondence. Any other documents or 
correspondence not listed on this website should not be considered as an 
official viewpoint of the Commission. 

1 §» Listen ► 


Annual Statutory Enforcement Reports 

■ Webpage for 2014 Statutory Report Briefino: Patient 


■ Patient Dumping - 2014 Statutory Enforcement 

Report (PDF) 

■ Sexual Assault in the Military-2013 Statutory Report 

(PDF') 

• Redistricting and the 2010 Census: Enforcing Section 

5 of the Voting Rights Act-2012 Statutory Report 

More > 

Recent Briefing Reports 

- Federal Civil Rights Engagement with Arab & Muslim- 
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Figure 7.10 —United States Commission on Civil Rights 


United Nations Human Rights Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) 

The United Nations Human Rights Office of the High 
Commission for Human Rights (UNHCHR) was the baby of 
the ideas adopted by the world during world human right 
conference in 1993. UNHCHR was created by the General 
Assembly resolution of United Nations in 1993 on the basis of 
‘Universal Declaration of Human Rights’ and ‘International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its two Optional 
Protocols’, and the ‘International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights’ and created “International Bill of 
Human Rights’. The Headquarter of the Commission is at 
New York, US. The Commission is working collectively for 
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whole world on various humanitarian issues of right to life, 
house, justice, work and rights. 

Web link of the web portal: 

http: / / www.ohchr.org/EN/Pages / WelcomePage.aspx 


United Nations Human Rights 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

ENGLISH FRAN^AIS ESPAflOL PVCCKUt <$>£ 

1 

Home | Your human rights | Countries Human rights bodies News and events Hui 

nan rights - New York Publications and resources About us 




WORKING FOR YOUR RIGHTS 


SUPPORTING VICTIMS OF TORTURE AND 
REBUILDING LIVES 

"The rise of violent extremism and unprecedented levels of forced 
displacement in our world demand a comprehensive response - and no 
aspect is more urgent than assisting the many victims of rising levels of 
torture that these and related trends generate," said UN Secretary- 
General Ban Ki-moon in his message to mark the International Day in 
Support of Victims of Torture on 26 June. 




UN Human Rights Chief opens 
new office in Seoul 
The UN Human Rights Office has 
opened its newest office this week in 
Seoul. The Seoul office works on the 
human rights situation in the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
(DPRK). 


UN Women's Committee 
makes inquiry into sexual and 
reproductive health rights in 
the Philippines 
The Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women issues 
its findings on a sexual and 
reproductive health rights violations 
inquiry in the Philippines. 


Human Rights in the news 


Make a difference today 



Figure 7.11 —United Nations Human Rights 


The web portal maintained by United Nations Human 
Rights office of the High Commissioners for Human Rights 
represents the human right bodies almost all over the world. 
The web portal contains rich contents useful for legal 
education and research. It contains accessible links to human 
rights bodies, news and events and publication and library 
resources. Under the tab Publication one can access 
publications like fact sheets, special issue materials, reference 
materials, training and education materials, policy and 
methodological materials and OHCHR archives. Under the 
tab Library, UDHR resources can be retrieved and referred 
other UN databases like Universal Human Right Index, 
Chartered based bodies' databases, UN official document 
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system, UN treaty collection, UN yearbook and audiovisual 
library of international law. 

Conclusion 

Law Reform Reports play a vital role in sketching laws. Some 
reports are framed before formulating laws; however, few law 
reform reports are prepared on the basis of current laws for 
evaluating its utility and effectiveness. After getting 
acquainted with this chapter, one can equip with the vessel of 
public domain by which law reform reports of various human 
right commissions and law commissions can be referred. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In previous chapter we assimilated knowledge about law reform 
reports available in public domain resources. Law reforms reports like 
law commission report and human right commission reports are 
floating on web which can be exploited by researchers, policy makers 
and laymen in their day to day activities. In this chapter we will get 
the hang of various open source points facilitating access of articles or 
research papers published in scholarly journals and reviews around 
the world. 

Journals and Scholarships 

Durham Statement ( 2008 ) on Open Access to Legal 
Scholarship showed the way keeping law reviews published 
by major law schools in United States. Durham Statement 
was adopted with a view to reduce financial burden of 
printing and postage. The other important aspect to adopt 
the statement was to visualize research work published in 
the law reviews which was not so widely used in print 
format. The result adopting Durham statement is clear and 
in front of the world. Now researchers can access a number 
of law reviews and academic journals published by leading 
law schools in public domain. Few examples may be count as 
under: 
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Open Access Databases: Journals and Scholarships 

Electronic databases are generally maintained by commercial 
vendors managing digital information with search strategy. A 
number of initiatives have been taken place to facilitate 
journals and scholarships through open access databases. 
Three databases i.e. Global Legal Information Network, Find 
Law and Social Science Research Network (SSRN) are 
identified in this section useful for legal education and 
research providing open access of contents submitted by 
scholars free of cost. 

Social Science Research Network 

Social Science Research Network in general sense known as a 
web portal consisting a number of webpage maintains 
electronic repositories of various types of intellectual output 
like articles, research reports, research paper series and 
abstracts of published records in the field of law, economics, 
social sciences, and humanities. Social Science Research 
Network popularly known as SSRN is maintained by Social 
Science Electronic Publishing Incorporated, Rochester, New 
York under Elsevier Flagship. SSRN wan introduced in 1992 
as Financial Economics Network and incorporated as Social 
Science Research Network in October 1994. Michel C. Jensen, 
the Chairman of SSRN under his delivered lecture states that 
the vision of SSRN is to enable scholars to share and distribute 
research worldwide. He further states that SSRN is committed 
to provide free access of any paper uploaded by author in a 
downloadable format. However, the paid papers may be 
delivered at a cost not within the reach of researchers. He 
explains about not capturing the intellectual rights of the 
authors while it would remain same with the actual owners. 
However a revocable license is exchanged with a permission to 
distribute author’s work. Jensen also extends his thanks three 
institutions providing mirror servers for supporting the mission 
viz. European Corporate Governance Institute (London), Korea 
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University (Seoul), Stanford Law School (California) and 
University of Chicago Booth School of Business (Illinois). 

Web link of the web portal: http:// www.ssrn.com/en/ 
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Finance FEN 

Conferences 
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Figure 8.1 —Social Science Research Network 


The prime motive of SSRN is to visualize academic papers 
worldwide. Most of the papers in SSRN are accessible free of 
cost except certain papers linked with commercial sites. SSRN 
scholarship is available through its e-Libraries on various 
subjects. Presently SSRN E-Library has a rich collection of 
more than 0.55 m illi ons working/research papers and 0.46 
millions Electronic Paper Collections which can be 
downloaded in portable data files. Fee based publications by 
partner institutions are also accessible with free papers. 
SSRN maintains it scholarships on the basis of various 
subject networks. Currently, SSRN has seventeen Networks 
containing 1019786 research papers including conference 
papers, journal articles and research paper series on various 
subjects through numerous research networks viz. Accounting 
Research Network, Anthropology & Archaeology Research 
Network, Cognitive Science Network, Corporate Governance 
Network, Economics Research Network, Entrepreneurship 
Research & Policy Network, Financial Economics Network, 
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Health Economics Network, Humanities Network, 
Information Systems & e-Business Network, Innovation 
Research & Policy Network, Legal Scholarship Network, 
Management Research Network, Political Science Network, 
Social Insurance Research Network, Sustainability Research 
& Policy Network and Non-English Scholarship Networks. 

Director of Open Access Journals 

Directory of Open Access Journals or DOAJ revolutionized the 
way of availability of research papers published in journals 
around the world. Founded in 2003 with merely 300 journals, 
today, DOAJ facilitates access of more than 14000 open access 
journals from the areas of social sciences, humanities, science 
and technology from the publications of 133 countries. DOAJ is 
a dynamic open source database. It not only facilitates efficient 
search strategies to search articles from all journals indexed 
but also allows libraries to download metadata to incorporate 
journals in their house keeping search mechanism. 

Web link of the web portal: https://doaj.org/ 



Figure 8.2 —Directory of Open Access Journals 
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DOAJ is considered eminent database under open access 
due to its coverage. It covers mostly peer reviewed journals 
containing quality contents on subject areas like agriculture, 
education, fine arts, geography, history, law, medicine, 
military science, philosophy, psychology, religion, political 
science, science, social science and technology. Research 
articles may be searched on the basis of relevance, date of 
article added, title, publisher, keywords, subject, ISSN, 
language and abstract. 

EconBiz 

Established in 2013, EconBiz is an open access search engine 
extending search of articles published in open access journals 
or other scholarships. 

Web link of the web portal: https://www.econbiz.de/ 



Figure 8.3 —EconBiz 

EconBiz is a rich source of scholarly information including 
articles, working papers and select e-books. It provides a 
search box with multiple search options like field search 
including author, title, publication, year of publication, 
advance search including language, format and source of 
information and open access only documents. 
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Digital History 

Digital History portal is a rich source of historical information 
of United States of America. The web portal provides access of 
political information for the period of pre 1492 to till date 
related to colonial era, American revolution, early national 
period, pre-civil war era, slavery period, civil war, restrictions, 
gilded age, America as world power, Progressive era, World 
War I, Great Depression, World War II, Vietnam War, 1970- 
2000 period and The 21 st Century. 

Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/ 



Figure 8.4 —Digital Library 
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Digital History web portal is a mirror to refer teaching 
materials, textbooks, documents and media files. The main 
page of the portal has index facilitating browsing facilities of 
information on the basis of topics, resources and references. 

Open Library of Humanities (OLH) 

Launched in 2013, The Open Library of Humanities was 
initially setup international networks of authors/scholars/ 
publishers/ scholars and Librarians from all over the world. 
Actually, the OLH is an organisation dedicated to publish 
scholarships under open access mode. The organisation is 
supposed, not to charge authors for publishing their 
articles/research papers. The maintenance charges are born 
by the member libraries around the world. 

Web link of the web portal: 
https://www.openlibhums.org/ 



Figure 8.5 —Open Library of Humanities 

OLH extends its access 26 high class journals on 
humanities. Some features journals covered under this 
collection are Journal of European Ethnology; International 
Journal of Welsh Writing in English and Journal of 
American Literature. 


93 






Public Digital Estate: Legal Education and Research 

National Criminal Justice Reference Services (NCJRS) 

National Criminal Justice Reference Services (NCJRS) was 
setup in 1972 with a view to disseminate information 
pertaining to drug related information system for supporting 
research and policy drafting purposes. This service is 
supported by US Department of justice in association with 
seven offices of Justice Programme of United States. 
Publications of the NCJRS services can be browsed on the 
basis of topics arranged alphabetically, corrections, courts, 
crimes, crime preventions, drug, and justice system and law 
enforcement mechanism. 

Web link of the web portal: https://www.ncjrs.gov/ 


i https://www.ncjrs.gov 
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Figure 8.6 —National Criminal Justice Reference Services 

Oxford Text Archive 

Oxford Text Archive is a repository conserving scholarly and 
literary resources in more than twenty five languages. The 
OTA is maintained by Bodleian Libraries of the University Of 
Oxford, Oxford, UK. 
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Web link of the web portal: 
https://ota.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/repository/xmlui/ 



Figure 8.7 —Oxford Text Archive 

The Archive facilitates access of ancient information 
pertaining to Great Britain, England and Wales, Bible, 
Church of England since 141 BC. A collection of data viz. core 
collection, early English Books Online, Eighteen Century 
Collection Online and Legacy Collection are available to refer 
through OTA web portal. 

Bielefeld Academic Search Engine (BASE) 

Bielefeld Academic Search Engine (BASE) is a search engine 
where more than 150 millions documents including research 
papers, articles published in scholarly journals and working 
paper series from around the world. These documents are 
taken from more than 7000 information sources/ open access 
web portals. Apart from scholarly articles, one can access 
books, newspaper articles, conference reports, reviews, course 
material, lecture, manuscript and reviews. Apart from such 
resources, BASE also indexes patents, theses, software, 
datasets and many unknown documents. 
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Web link of the web portal: 
https: //www. base-search, net/ 


CO* https://www.base-search.net 

Login English Q 

Basic search Advanced search Browsing Search history 

Nx base 

Bielefeld Academic Search Engine 


Figure 8.8 —Bielefeld Academic Search Engine (BASE) 

BASE provides various search options with simple, 
advanced and browsing search strategies. It may kindly be 
noted that around 60 per cent of the sources/documents 
tagged in it are accessible under open access, however, 
bibliographical data of rest of the documents can also be 
accessed through this database, which are useful for collection 
of bibliographies requiring in initiating research. 

CORE 

CORE is a open domain database managed and supported by 
The Open University and JISC, UK. It is well known for 
harvesting scholarly articles and research papers from all over 
the world freely available through institutional repositories, 
open access and hybrid journals published by institutions or 
publishers. Currently CORE indexes more than 177312303 
research papers from 9918 data providers. CORE is used as 
most popular open access database in United Kingdom 
extending its services to most of the research institutions and 
higher education universities. 
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Web link of the web portal: 
https: / /core.ac. uk / 


A https://core.ac.uk 

ffcORE 
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The world's largest collection of open access research papers 


Search 177,312,303 papers around the world 


Search 
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Figure 8.9— CORE: Collection of Open Access 
Research Papers 


CORE is assumed to support scientific development 
acceleration and enhance visibility of scholarly literature to 
general public/ citizens. The objective of CORE emphasises to 
provide academic research outcome involving public money 
around the world. 


Paperity 

Paperity is another mostly used search engine which indexes 
more than 5125585 research articles published in 11550 peer- 
reviewed and highly rated research journals published by 
quality publishers and research and educational institutions. 
Paperity is among best open access search engine helpful in 
during multidisciplinary researchers. 

Web link of the web portal: 
https://paperity.org/ 
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Search in full text of 5,125,585 papers: 


Search 


J 


Figure 8.10— Paperity: Open Science Aggregated 

It commits to provide unconditional access of scholarly 
journals from subjects vis. Science, social Sciences, 
Technology, Medicine, Humanities and Arts. The database is 
well organised and have several features like accessibility of 
all articles under mandatory open access policy, universality 
for accessing research outcomes published in journals based 
on multidisciplinary subjects from around the corner of the 
World. Paperity is supported by various players viz. 
EBSCO Information Services, WorldCat, Altmetric, 
StrikePlagiarism.Com and Cermine. 


JURN 


JURN initiated in 2009, is a tool to search academic articles, 
chapters and theses on various subjects like arts, humanities, 
business, law, nature, medical and scientific technology. This 
we portal provide access of academic articles published in 
more than 3000 journals. JURN also expedite joint access of 
institutional repositories established by higher academic 
institutions around the world. 


Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.jurn.Org/#gsc.tab-0 
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Index updated: 14th January 2020. 

| How to use JURN | FAQ | Blog | A-Z of 800 ecology titles in JURN | 

| Directory of 3,000 arts & humanities journals in JURN, of 4,975 indexed | 


New! Search all the world's academic repositories, full-text and records alike. 


"The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet." — Aristotle. 


Figure 8.11— Journal: Search Millions of Free Academic 
Articles, Chapters and Theses 


JURN facilitates access of its directory where the links are 
arranged /organised in a way for ease in browsing relevant 
information. The portal also provides a Guide to Academic 
Research where you can find plenty of research tools for deep 
extraction of resources. 


Digital Library of the Commons 

Indiana University hosts Digital Library of the Commons 
Repository which extends access of scholarly literature of 
international sphere available in the commons around the 
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world. This scholarly literature available under open access 
breaking barriers contains scholarly research papers, articles, 
theses and dissertation in full text mode. 

Web link of the web portal: 
http://dlc.dlib.indiana.edu/dlc/ 


Digital Library of the Commons 





Image Database Export Citations 



DLC Home 

Digital Library Of The Commons Repository 

The Digital Library of the Commons (DLC) is a gateway to the international literature on the commons The DLC 
provides free and open access to full-text articles, papers, and dissertations. This site contains an author- 
submission portal: an Image Database: the Comprehensive Bibliography of the Commons: a Keyword Thesaurus, 
and links to relevant reference sources on the study of the commons. 

Submit an Item 

DLC is a collaborative project of the: 

Vincent and Elinor Ostrom Workshop in Political Theory and Policy Analysis 
Indiana University Digital Library Program 

Generous funding has also been provided by the 

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 

International Association for the Study of the Commons (IASC) 

Office of the Vice Provost for Research (OVPR) 

About The Commons 

Feedback - Tell us about your user experience 


Figure 8.12— Journal: Search Millions of Free Academic 
Articles, Chapters and Theses 


The web portal is well designed and maintained with self 
motivation modules for authors to submit their work 
voluntarily. The portal frees to access image database. It is 
based on the thesaurus designed especially to ease in 
navigating and efficient search results. The data under this 
portal are meant to search through various subfield viz. 
document types, date of document, author(s), words in titles, 
subjects of concerned research, sector, region of the documents 
and conference paper search. 
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Law Review Commons 

Law Review Commons is considered as the largest collection 
of free and open access law journals and reviews scholarships. 
Law Review Commons has been established on the principle 
of Durham Statement which penned down an agreement 
between ten law schools of United States to provide its law 
reviews in public domain for open access usage to all. Law 
Review Commons is maintained through Bepress repository 
tools. Law Review Commons facilitates access of more than 
one hundred law reviews covering legal research and 
scholarships published in last more than 100 years. 


Law Review Commons 



The Largest Collection of Free and Open Law Review Scholarship 


Law Review Citations 


Open Access Increases 
Visibility 

Publishing open access 
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Figure 8.13 —Law Review Commons 


Intellectual assets published in law reviews maintained 
and disseminate through Law Review Commons can be 
searched on the basis of abstract search, subject, author, title, 
institution and types of documents. One can browse law 
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reviews on the basis of subjects, titles and works of the 
authors contributed. 

Conclusion 

Scholarly articles and research papers are backbone of 
research and educational activities. Current and latest 
developments are traced in the research articles. Research 
articles are the only source of information on subject area 
where limited research has been taken place. This chapter 
actually coins a number of digital public databases or web 
portals support accessing research articles and papers 
contributed by the scholars. Social Science Research Network 
(SSRN), Directory of Open Access to Journals (DOAJ), EcoBiz, 
Digital History, Open Library of Humanities, Oxford Text 
Archive, Bielefeld Academic Search Engine, CORE, Paperity, 
JURN, Digital Library Commons and Law Review Commons 
has been elucidated. After acquainted with all such resources, 
one would be quite enough able to access more than 
thousands of standard journals and law reviews. In the 
absence of commercial databases, these databases/ web 
portals brace a strong information digging mechanism. These 
public digital assets are helpful for institutional having 
budget deficiency. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In previous chapter, we canvassed about various databases generously 
providing access of scholarly articles, research papers and other 
scholarly outcome of the academic community either accumulating 
digital copy of journals or harvesting metadata of such articles from 
other source of academic and research journals. In this chapter we 
will comprehend various open portals facilitating access of open 
electronic books. Open book databases like internet archive, directory 
of open access books, project Gutenberg are being visualized. 

Books are well known collection of ideas, information and 
knowledge arranged in a predetermined order on a specific or 
collective or coordinative subjects. Books are considered as a 
connecting medium between treasures of historical knowledge with 
present generation for enhancement of wisdom for rethinking of 
future research for development of mankind. Books are also 
pronounced with several synonyms viz. volume, tome, work, printed 
work, publication, title, opus, treaties, novel, manual, handbook, 
guide, compilation on the basis of its utility and information 
contained. According to Online Etymology Dictionary, the work Book 
was originated in different ways. In English countries, the term Boc 
was initially used and after several years the work “Book” was 
started to use for compilation of literary work bound at a single 
bundle. The term used for book in German was Bok. However in 
Sanskrit and Latin the words ash and birch were used to sense a 
bound document. Invention of Gutenberg played a major outbreak in 
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printing of printed document and books. After 20th century, the book 
was treated as most effective weapon for development of society. 
Introduction of Information and Communication Technology in late 
1990s and early 2000s changed the way of publishing and usage of 
books in a different manner. Digital books were introduced during 
this era for wider circulation of books with breaking of geographical 
barriers. This chapter is a piece of tracing development aspects of 
visualization of books and other documents from the era of print to 
digital and the closed to open domains facilitating access of 
knowledge based on various principles of open access adopted by 
learned society around the world. 

With the implementation and acceptance of policies of open access 
adoption, a number of commercial publishers initiated to adopt open 
access policy. Under this policy, most of the reputed publishers accept 
manuscripts published under golden route of open access. We will 
discuss about the books available to use by such publishers in this 
chapter. Various international organisations like United Nations, 
Food and Agriculture Organisation, International Atomic Research 
Institution and many other nongovernmental organisations keep their 
official publications on their respective web pages. These official 
publications include research reports, annual reports, statistical data, 
subject books and fact findings on the relevant subject. The sources of 
such publications having high research values are discussed in the 
chapter for greater visibility among law researchers and faculty useful 
during ordinary course of research and education. 

Electronic Books: Journey for 21st Century 

Books have changed its physical avatar. Now a day, most of 
the publishers around the corner of world are generally 
published books in electronic formats or in both i.e. print and 
online version. With the advent of information technology and 
explosion of information, most of the books are born digital. 
Publishers now have interest to sell their books through their 
digital platform on the basis of perpetual or annual 
subscription access basis. Open access movement has played a 
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greater role in visibility of electronic books. Open access 
movement has been taken up by various agencies for 
digitization of books which are copyright left or copyright free. 
Such books have been digitized and facilitated free access 
general public or research community. 

Open Book Databases 

Various initiatives have been taken place to keep visibility of 
books which are either out of copyright period or available 
under public domain including copy-left works or copyrighted 
work with consent under open licensing agreements. In this 
section we are going to discuss about open book databases 
which are maintained for facilitating access of open ebooks. 
These databases include Internet Archive, Project Gutenberg, 
Directory of Open Access Books, National academies Press, 
Open Library, Open Book Page, Open Access Publishing in 
European Networks, WIKIBOOKS: Open Books for an Open 
World, Digital Book Index, Alex eBooks, Authorama eBooks 
and Bartleby. 

Internet Archive 

Launch in 1996, Internet Archive is a not for making Library 
contains more than 25 million text books. Internet Archive 
collates websites, movies, software, audio, images and other 
collections. 



Web link of the web portal: https://archive.org/ or 
https:// archive.org/details / texts 
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Internet Archive is abided with the Copyright laws of 
United States of America. The books for which copyright 
period has been ceased according to the US Copyright Law are 
accommodated for general public use around the world. Books 
in verity of formats may be accessed through this digital 
library. Researchers or educationists doing research on 
historical aspects may get benefitted with the text books 
available in this library. Researchers are advised to register 
through sign up with the database before using it. Only 
registered users can only accessed the contents from this 
databases. Internet Archive hosts three web portal based 
digital libraries for best use of resources available with it. 
Open Library, Wayback Machine, archive-it.org. 

Project Gutenberg 

Project Gutenberg was started by Michael Hart in 1992, also 
known as the founder of eBook format. Currently Project 
Gutenberg is a library of more than 60000 open accessible 
ebooks. Books hosted under this library are kindle and epub 
friendly. The collection is built up with the help of thousands 
of volunteers submitting digital copy of copyright expired 
books. Abiding with US Copyright Laws, books published 
before 1924, may easily be accessed through this database. 



Web link of the web portal: https://www.gutenberg.org/ 

Project Gutenberg facilitates various search strategies to 
search its collection. Collections may be search through 
advance search, browsing catalogue, and list of resent added 
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collection, bookshelves for accessing same subject or identical 
books. The database provides a Project Gutenberg mobile 
friendly website for accessing its collection through mobile 
and other identical devices. 

Directory of Open Access Books 

Director of Open Access Books (DOAB) is an initiative of 
OAPEN Foundation, Open Edition, CNRS, Aix-Marseille 
University under DOAB Foundation based at National 
Library, Hague, Netherlands. The motive behind establishing 
DOAB is to unite academic publishers to host digital books at 
a single platform. The database currently has access of more 
than 27000 electronic books published by 379 academic 
publishers around the world in various languages. 

^ directory of 

Web link of the web portal: http://www.doabooks.org/ 

DOAB database provides access of books based on various 
subjects like agriculture and food sciences, arts and 
architecture, history, philosophy, religion, law, social sciences 
and technology and engineering. Books hosted in this 
database can be browsed on the basis of title, subject and 
publishers. 

The National Academies Press 

National Academies Press is a great initiative of The 
National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine. 
The National Academies of Science was established by the 
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then President Lincoln in 1863. National Academies Press is 
primarily publishes reports published by National 
Academies of Science. NAP publishes around 200 books 
every year. Currently the Press has a collection of 8500 
titles. This collection is primary helps to science and 
technology researchers, however, as a multidisciplinary 
approach, law researchers also get scholarly books 
pertaining to legal and scientific collaborative subjects 
through this database. 


THE NATIONAL 
ACADEMIES PRESS 


Web link of the web portal: http://www.nap.edu/ 

This database also hosts ebooks published by 
Transportation Research Board Books and Joseph Henry 
Press. Digital books have been arranged for browsing facility 
on the basis of various subjects like agriculture, education, 
environment and environmental studies, health, medicine, 
industries and labour, survey and statistics and 
transportation and infrastructure which are also useful in 
legal research. Books may be searched on the basis of title, 
topic, ISBN or DOI Number. 

Open Library 

Open Library is an initiative of Internet Archive created in 
2008. One can access more than 20 million records/textual 
documents through this database. This project is funded and 
maintained by California State Library, California. 
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Web link of the web portal: 
https://openlibrary.org/ 


Researchers or users may borrow or read books online 
from this platform. Open Library is used by plenty of 
researchers every year. The statistics show that around 14 
million visitors visited Open Library in last 28 days. Around 
4.19 lakh books have been borrowed by the unique visitors 
during the same period. Researchers are advised to register 
through sign up with the database before using it. Only 
registered users can only accessed the contents from this 
databases. 

Online Books Page 

Online Books Page was initially founded in 1993 and was fully 
functional in 1999. The Online Book Page was founded by 
John Mark Ockerbloom, Digital Library Planner at University 
of Pennsylvania. The platform is designed to access books 
available and feely readable at Internet. Actually it is a 
platform where free books have been indexed from various 
open source platforms. Online Books Page is maintained with 
a simple indexing of books at main page and with easy tools to 
search. 
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Web link of the web portal: 
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/ 

It has a list of over 3 million free ebooks. The list can be 
searched on the basis of author, title, and subjects. New lists 
of latest addition of the books are also available for refer latest 
and new titles. Books have been arranged on the basis of 
subjects arranged in Library of Congress Classification. Books 
on various related subjects like philosophy, history, political 
science, law, education and technology are readily available 
through this platform. 

Open Access Publishing in European Networks 

Open Access Publishing in European Networks (OAPEN) is 
another authentic and reliable database, hosts by OAPEN 
foundation, Netherlands with its office at National Library, 
Hague, Netherlands. This database is well known for hosting 
books on humanities and social sciences. Open access books 
collected from the authors are put on the web portal for 
extensive usage. 
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Publishing in European Networks 

Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.oapen.org/home 


Books on subjects like society and social sciences, 
humanities, economics, finance, business and management, 
law, environmental studies and planning are primarily hosts 
in this platform. Database provide simple as well advance 
search for searching its collection. 

Apart from above elaborative databases, a number of 
other web portals are also available like Digital Book 
Index ( http://www.digitalbookindex.org/search001a.htm ), 
Alex Books ( http://www.infomotions.com/alex ), Authorama 
eBooks ( http://www.authorama.com/ ) and Bartleby 
(http://www.bartleby.com/). 

Publishers OA Books Platforms 

With expedite movement of green and gold open access 
movement around the world, the demand for open 
publishing got in demand. Various universities and research 
institutions started establishing their own institutional 
repositories under green route of open access. Authors were 
encouraged to publish their work in open access for greater 
visibility of their work to breaking the cost barriers. 
Publishers took the gold road of open access to cope up this 
situation. Under gold route, publishers agree to host books 
and journals through their respective websites. Publishers 
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follow the same procedure of peer reviewing process of 
contents for keeping same standards used in commercially 
published book. A nominal amount is charged form the host 
institutions or authors for hosting the contents. Publishers 
consider ebooks, reports and journals under their open 
access platform. In this section, we will discuss about open 
access book platform available of publishers like Sprnger, 
Routledge, Bloomsbury, Oxford University Press, 
Cambridge University Press, Brill, Open Book Publisher, 
IntechOpen, Books available under Project Muse, and IOS 
Press. 

Springer Link facilitates access of around 875 titles of 
books. Taylor and Francis Books Open Archives host more 
than 250 open access books. Bloomsbury Collection puts on 
200 electronic books under open access. Oxford University 
Press-Academic imparts access of around 53 books on its 
open access page. Brill International bestows access of 
around 408 open access books through its academic platform. 
Open Book Publishers under the agenda of open access 
dispenses for accessing around 157 titles published in 
various disciplines. Cambridge University Press, on the 
other side hosts 65 books under gold open access route. 
IntechOpen maintains a huge database facilitating access of 
open access books on physical science, engineering and 
technology 2095 books, life science 763 books, health science 
1390 books and social science and humanities 179 books. 
Open Access to Muse is a social science based database 
which provides access of 1850 eBooks published by various 
university presses around the world. IOS Press is another 
publisher who manage to provide 164 titles are available 
under open access for freely use. 

A comparative chart of the books published by commercial 
publishers available at the webpage created is mentioned as 
under. 
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Name of Publisher with Links 

^ Springer Link 

Springer Link 

https://link.springer.com/search2.facet-content- 

type=%22Book%22&package=openaccess 

m 

Taylor and Francis Books 


https: //www. routledge. com/collections /13042 

a 

BLOOMSBURY 

Bloomsbury Collection 

https://www.bloomsbury.com/in/academic/ope 

n-access/ 

S 

OXFORD 

Oxford University Press-Academic 

https:// global.oup.com/academic/open- 
access /titles/?cc=jp&lang=en& 

l \ BRILL 

Brill International 

https: //brill.com / browse? access=open&et=book 
&level=parent&pageSize=10&sort=datedescend 
ing 

OpenBookiv) 

Publishers UJ 

Open Book Publishers 

https:// www.openbookpublishers.com/ 

Hi 

O 

CAMBKIlKiE 

Cambridge University Press 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/open 
-access-policies / open-access-books 

IntechOpen 

IntechOpen 

https: / /www. intechopen. com/books 
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Name of Publisher with Links 

PROJECT 

MUSE’iiy 

Muse 

https: / / about.muse.jhu.edu/muse/open-access- 
overview/ 

IOS 

Press 

IOS Press 

http://ebooks.iospress.nl/Publication/OpenAccess 


However, Commercial databases viz. JSTOR hosts more 
than 58000 eBooks published by more than 75 publishers 
around the world which can be browsed through 
www.jstor.org. These books are available to access through 
JSTOR database completely free to download embedded along 
with commercial hosted resources. 

Conclusion 

Most of the scientific and social research outcomes are 
resulted out of the public funds spent by their respective 
organizations. Such originations may be government 
agencies of non-government agencies involving public funds 
allotted by international or national based agencies. Apart 
from public funded research, a number of authors, voluntary 
favor to facilitate access of their intellectual assets under 
open domain for the benefits of the society. Researchers are 
suggested to visit a tailor made web portal specially 
designed to access open access book databases i.e. 
www.openaccessbooks.webs.com. The web portal maintains 
links and brief information about open databases hosting open 
access books by commercial publishers, international 
agencies, government organizations and independent 
institutions. The website www.openaccessbooks.webs.com is a 
collection of five webpage. The first webpage is the home page 
of the website contains information about open access 
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movements adopted by various counties and organizations 
time to time around the world. Second webpage visualizes 
open books available on the portals of commercial publishers. 
Third webpage is a collection of institutional publications 
maintained on the website of international institutions. The 
publications of institutional agencies include eBooks, research 
reports and other research series visualized research 
outcomes. The fourth page is a bunch of open access databases 
which provide access of open domain eBooks. The final and 
the fifth page provide access of eBooks and other publications 
published and visualized through their respective websites of 
international agencies and non-governmental organizations. 
It would not be surprising to say that these five pages 
treasure more than billions books and monographs useful for 
research and educational activities. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In previous chapter we learnt about various databases expounding 
free access of millions of ebooks ether through managing in servers or 
through metadata indexing of ebooks available with other web 
portals. In this chapter we will discuss about various open access 
initiatives taken in India for greater reach of scholarly output to 
scholars and policy makers. A timeline of OA initiatives in India has 
been discussed to trace origin and current status of open access 
policies in India. Various public domain initiatives like Open 
Government Data Platform have been briefly discussed for the sake of 
enhance knowledge of the law students, teachers and scholars around 
the world. 

Open Access Initiatives in India 

National Knowledge Commission (2005) composed a Working 
Group on open access and open educational resources 
enhancing accessibility of information related to global 
education resources. The aim and objectives constituting the 
Working Group are to facilitate electronic publications under 
open access. These electronic publications include courseware, 
lectures, reading materials, group discussions, evaluative 
assignment, previous papers and reading lists. “The Report of 
National Knowledge Commission on Libraries” has stated 
that primary responsibilities to generate digital publications 
must be assigned to subject specialists related to courses over 
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all universities. The project Eklavya has also been introduced 
by the National Program on Technology Enhanced Learning 
(NPTEL) at IIT Bombay It has also developed an Open Source 
Educational Resources Animation Repository (OSCAR) 
facilitating web animated interaction supporting conceptual 
based teaching with the help of latest technologies. Besides, 
E-Grid programme as supported by Ministry of HRD & IIT 
Kerala has also been launched for subject based content 
development in digital format especially in science and 
technology. The working group has advocated floating 
electronic content and curriculum vitality with the objectives 
viz. strengthening the worldwide open educational resource 
movement through benefiting content initiatives, supporting 
the production of quality content by a select set of Indian 
institutions and undertaking electronic curriculum 
development effort. 

Timelines of Open Access Initiatives in India 

Arunachalam & Muthu (2011) through Centre for Internet 
and Society, Bangalore, India has prepared a status report on 
Open Access to Scholarly Literature in India. The report says 
Pramana, is the first journal on physics available for freely 
accessible in 1998. A meeting has been held at the Indian 
Academy of Sciences, Bangalore with a view to facilitate 
public accessibility of Indian Geographical Data in 1999. In 
the same year Mysore University, planned to build ETD 
repository by influence of Ed Fox of Virginia Tech. In 2002, 
Dr. T. Rajashekhar created first institutional repository at 
Indian Institute of Science known as EPrints@IISc. In 2003 
Indian National Science Academy signed Berlin Declaration. 
Indian Medlars Centre started digital access of number of 
Indian medical journals and provided the scholarly content in 
open access during 2003. In 2004 three new repositories were 
created namely Librarians Digital Library which is also 
known as first repository in India launched on DSpace was 
the first initiative, second initiative was the National 
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Aerospace Laboratory repositories and preceded by the third 
repository of Indian Institute of Astrophysics in the same 
year. In 2006 the following six new repositories were 
institutionalized. 

• Electronic theses repository of IISc 

• Open Med@NIC 

• Raman Research Institute Digital Repository 

• National Institute of Technology Rourkela 

• Indian Institute of Technology Delhi and 

• Indian Institute of Management Kozhikode 

They further elaborates that the major setback in 
support of open access initiatives is the launch of Open J 
Gate by Informatics in 2006. In 2006 National Knowledge 
Commission in its report recommended open access of 
scholarly research. In the same year four more institutional 
repositories were created at Indhira Gandhi Institute of 
Development Research, National Institute of Oceanography, 
INFLIBNET and National Institute of Antarctic and Ocean 
Research. In 2007 National Centre for Catalysis Research 
and Vidhyanidhi, electronic theses and dissertation 
repository were created. In 2008 National Institute of 
Science Communication and Information Research provided 
its’ all eighteen journals in open access movement. In the 
same year Open Source Drug Discovery (OSDD) was formed. 
Cochin University of Science and Technology and Madurai 
Kamaraj University also launched institutional repositories. 
The year 2009 was noted as landmark year in boom of 
institutional repositories. A record ten institutional 
repositories were established in that year. International 
Crop Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) 
initiated placing its research outcome through institution 
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repository in 2009 too. In 2010 six more institutional 
repositories were launched as under: 

• Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute Repository 

• Indian Institute of Technology Bombay Repository 

• Indian Institute of Spices Research Repository 

• Delhi Technological University Repository 

• Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the 
Environment Repository 

• OpenAgri at ICAR Repository 

Recently Indian Institute of Horticultural Research and 
Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee have also established 
its institutional repositories to public research work in 2011. 

Apart from Arunachalam report, a number of other 
initiatives were adopted for open movement of information in 
India. University Grant Commission initiated establishing 
Shodhganga project under the aegis of Information and 
Library Network (INFLIBNET). Shodhganga is a collection 
of Ph.D. and M.Phil theses submitted by the scholars of the 
Indian University. Government of India, Department of 
Biotechnology and Department of Science and Technology 
drafted and introduced open access policy in 2014 with a 
view to visualized research project funded by the 
departments. 

e-PG Pathshala an initiative of the MHRD under its 
National Mission on Education through ICT (NME-ICT) was 
adopted in 2015. Under these initiatives online modules of 70 
courses covering more than 22000 modules have been 
prepared for the benefits of students and working 
professionals. 
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In 4 th meeting of BRICS Ministers of Education at New 
Delhi on September 30, 2016, the ministers adopted a 
common declaration for resolving to ensure equality and 
common educational standards in the member countries of 
BRICS with the help of ICT policies and network sharing 
mechanism. Department of Higher Education, Ministry of 
Human Resource Development introduced UGC (Credit 
Framework for online learning courses through SWAYAM) 
Regulation 2016 for massive open online courses. Theses 
course have four modules including text, online videos, quiz 
and web resources. 

In 2018 Delhi Declaration on Open Access was adopted 
with a view to solidarity of open access scholarly literature 
generated by the scholars and research institutions and 
subsequently dissemination of such knowledge bucket among 
scholarly community. This declaration was signed by 120 
signatories from inside and outside of India in only first two 
weeks of its declaration. This declaration has been recognised 
and supported by Knowledge Societies Division, UNESCO, 
IFLA-RSCAO, and Forum for Open Access in SAARC and 
many more international bodies. 

Open Access Journals published by National Law 
Universities in India 

India has witnessed of establishing twenty three law 
universities till 2020. Almost all law university publishes its 
scholarly research outcomes in its journals. Apart from its 
own research, legal research papers coined by professional 
lawyers, jurists, government officials, law makers and 
research scholars on verity of legal research areas, are 
published in the journals. According to a paper “Trends of 
Law Journal Publishing by Indian Law Universities: Catering 
law journals visibility on essence of Bethesda Statement?, 
under publication shows that around 82 journals are being 
published by law universities in India. It is a good sign for 
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open access supporters that out of such 82 journals, one can 
refer the following thirty five journals published under open 
access policy by 14 universities in India. 


S.N. 

University 

Name of Journals published 

1 . 

National Law University, 
Delhi 

International Journal of 
Transparency and Accountability in 
Governance 

2. 

National Law School of 
India University, 

Bangalore 

National Law School of India 

Review 

3. 

NALSAR University of 
Law, Hyderabad 

NALSAR Law Review 


Indian Journal of Intellectual 
Property Law 



Journal of Corporate Affairs and 
Corporate Crimes 



International Journal of 
Constitutional Law 



NALSAR International Law 

Journal 

4. 

National Law Institute 
University, Bhopal 

NLIU e Journal of International 

Law 



NLIU eJournal of Media Law 

5. 

West Bengal National 
University of Juridical 
Sciences, Kolkata 

NUJS Law Review 


International Journal of Legal 
Studies and Research 



International Journal of Law and 
Policy Review 



NUJS Journal of Regulatory 

Studies 
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S.N. 

University 

Name of Journals published 

6. 

National Law University 
Jodhpur 

NLUJ Law Review 


Trade, Law and Development 



Indian Journal of Arbitration Law 



Comparative Constitutional Law 
and Administrative Law Quarterly 



Center for Legal Theory 



Indian Competition Law Review 



Journal of Intellectual Property 
Studies 

7. 

Hidayatulla National Law 
University, Raipur 

HNLU Student Bar Journal 

8. 

Gujarat National Law 
University, Gandhi Nagar 

GNLU Journal of Law & Economics 


GNLU Law and Society 

9. 

Rajiv Gandhi National 
University of Law, Patiala 

RGNUL Student Research Review 


RGNUL Financial & Mercantile 

Law Review 


10. 

National University of 
Advance Legal Studies, 
Kochi 

NUALS Law Journal 

11. 

National University of 
Study and Research in 
Law, Ranchi 

NUSRL Law and Policy 

12. 

National Law University 
and Judicial Academy, 
Assam 

Child Rights Laws & Policy Review 


NYAYALOK 



Journal of Sports Law, Policy and 
Governance 
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S.N. 

University 

Name of Journals published 

13. 

Maharashtra Law 
University, Nagpur 

Contemporary Law Review 

NLU Nagpur Contemporary Law 
Review and Policy Review 

14. 

Himachal Pradesh 
National Law University, 
Shimla 

Shimla Law Review 

HPNLU Law Journal 

HPNLU Student Law Journal 


Public Domain Resources in India 

A number of initiatives have been taken by non-governmental 
organizations for facilitating free online legal information on 
specific and general topics. This section discusses and 
highlights over select initiatives taken by number of NGOs. It 
includes Open Government Data Platform of India, LII of 
India, Indian Kanoon, and Legal Services in India, Lawyers 
Collective, Legally India, India Together, Commonwealth 
Human Rights Initiatives and Vakil no.l. 

Open Government Data Platform of India 

India adopted UNESCO Policy Guideless for the 
development of Promotion of Government Public Domain 
Information in 2004. India drafted a National Data Sharing 
and Accessibility Policy (NDAP) in 2012. Policy guidelines 
for implementation of National data Sharing and 
Accessibility Policy, was framed supporting practically 
implementation of policy I 2015. In 2017, Government Open 
Data License under NDAP was framed and adopted which 
enables that the government data generated out of public 
activities would be available under open licensing policy with 
limited copyright restriction. Under the policy and 
Government Open Data Licensing, Open Government Data 
Platform of India has been established. OGDP is a virtual 
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dashboard facilitating access of data shared by various 
ministries and departments of Central as well State 
Government. 

OGDP is based on four modules viz. Data Management 
System; Content Management System; Visitor 
Relationship Management and Communities. With all 
such modules, the platform developed on drupal content 
management system, facilitate a systematic data 
management to communities registered with no cost. The 
government data sets and reports are organised with 
subject based classification for ease to explore all relevant 
information at a single window. 

Web link of the web portal: 
https:/ / data. gov.in/ 



SCHEME-WISE FUNDS RELEASED 
BY GOVT. OF INDIA FOR 

DEVELOPMENT OF HANDLOOMS & 
WELFARE OF HANDLOOM WEAVERS 


ANALYTICS 

Q 344,954 RESOURCES 
0 4,241 CATALOGS 
0 1730I4AMMINTS 
0 27.44 M TIMES VIEWED 
0 409 M HUES DOWNLOADED 
0 353CHIEF DATA OFFICERS 
Q 24,107 A4H 
0 t ,992 VISUALIZATIONS 


Udyog Aadhaar Memorandum (MSME 
Registration) 


Figure 10.1 —Open Government Data Platform of India 

OGDP contains more than 3.84 lakh resources catalogued 
in around 8281 categories contributed by more than 170 
government departments. A user has to register first for 
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viewing, downloading and using the data available at this 
platform. 

Legal Information Institute of India 

A large number of initiatives have been taken by various 
voluntary organizations in direction of providing free law 
and legal related information. Legal Information Institute of 
India (LII of India) has been recently launched in February 
2011 by AUSTAD, an NGO associated with Cornell 
University, USA and Australian Legal Information Institute. 
LII of India provides almost all law related information of 
India through its portal www.liiofindia.org officially was 
inaugurated on 1 st May 2011 at Vigyan Bhawan by National 
Law University, Delhi. 

LII of India is a collection of 154 databases providing 
legal information pertaining to Indian jurisdiction. The web 
portal contains news and database additions along with 
bifurcation of resources in five sub categories viz. 
Judgments, statutes, academic legal journals, law reform 
reports and treaties. Legal resources can be accessed by 
geographical division viz. Central governmental 
information and state government laws. LII of India has a 
strong search engine with quality of combined search of all 
databases at a single time and single search for searching a 
single database. Law Cite, a search tool especially designed 
to provide comprehensive searches for case law, articles and 
legislation has a unique feature of the database. 
Information may be searched through citation, party 
names, court name, jurisdiction, and title of the article, 
name of the author, year, and name of legislation with 
section separately or jointly. 

Web link of the web portal: 
http://liiofindia.org/ 
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Figure 10.2 —Legal Information Institute of India 


Indian Kanoon 

Indiakanoon translated in English as IndianLaw is a brain 
child of Mr. Sushant Sinha. The project was started in 2007 
by Mr. Sushant during his Ph.D. research work at University 
of Michingan, US. The search engine was made available for 
general public in 2008. The web portal facilitates access of 
more than 1.4 millions laws pertaining to Indian parliament 
and courts. 


Web link of the web portal: 
http:/ / indiankanoon. org/ 
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File Edit View Favorites Tools Help 

^ Back - |_*c] JD Search 

^Favorites ^ G 
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Figure 10.3 —Indian Kanoon 


Its coverage is meant for searching Acts/Legislations, 
Court Judgments, Tribunals and legal scholarship related to 
Indian Law. It facilitates simple search as well as advanced 
search including search options like Document or Title or 
Citation, author, bench, relevance, type of document and date 
of publication etc. All information has been arranged in html 
format for full text search facility. The results arising out of 
html format can be converted in .pdf format by the help of 
option available for downloading the documents retrieved. 

Legal Services India 

Legal Service India is a web portal disseminating information 
about government and politics pertaining to India. The web 
portal was launched in 2000. Legal Service India is online law 
library launched with a mission to serve the under serves who 
do not have knowledge of law and their rights. 

Web link of the web portal: 
http: / / www .legalserviceindia. com / 
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Figure 10.4 —Legal Services India 

It facilitates legal news, legal articles, bare acts, formats of 
forms and other international legal material about India. It 
also provides a directory of advocates. Subject wise 
information can also be browsed through the web portal. 
Currently Legal Service India maintains a sound database of 
1041 legal articles, Supreme Court of India cases and bare 
acts passed by central government. 

Lawyers Collective 

Lawyers Collective established in 1991, is a group of public 
interest litigation service providers supporting and fighting 
for justice on various social issues. The team of Lawyers 
Collective is engaged in research and study over a number of 
topics like HIV, drugs, law and sexuality, access to medicine 
and woman rights. 

Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.lawyerscollective.org/ 
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Figure 10.5 —Lawyers Collective 

One can find articles written by subject specialists on subjects 
like Women’s rights initiatives, HIV/AIDS, Tobacco Control, 
Parliamentary Watch and news and updates over the social 
issues. Lawyers Collective has good electronic publications 
which can be accessible under publication tab. 
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Figure 10.6 —Lawyers Collective Collection 
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Bar Council of India Resources 

The Bar Council of India was formed under the provision of 
Advocates Act 1961. Bar Council of India (BCI) is prime 
responsible body supporting legal education in India. It is the 
governing authority of Bar in India. It facilitates rules and 
regulations for proper functioning of legal system in India. 
The Bar Council activities include making rules and 
regulations for legal education, practice and professional 
conducts for people engaged in law and related fields. The Bar 
Council of India is also known as monitoring body of legal 
education in India. The website of the Bar Council of India 
provides useful information relating to law within means of 
free access to law. At the beginning, it gives links to 
information about All Indian Bar Examination, Enrolment of 
Advocates, Professional Standards and Legislative Research. 
A number of information resources are uploaded for fruitful 
usage. 


Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.barcouncilofindia.org/ 



Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, First Prime Minister of India 


"Crises and deadlocks when they 
occur have at least this advantage, 
that they force us to think." 



Figure 10.7 —Bar Court of India 
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The web portal is rich source of legal information. It 
contains brief information over history of law in India and 
rules and regulation related to legal education in India. It 
provides listing of web portals or Para-legal institutions 
maintaining legal information on respective web portals. 
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administration of justice. 
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• Suoreme Court of 

Read More 
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Figure 10.8 —Bar Council of India Resources 


Legal India 

History and establishment: Legal India is an internet portal 
for professional legal services in India providing legal 
information network covering almost all regions. The portal 
does not make visible its establishment year and historical 
fact. It is a comprehensive portal containing almost all sphere 
of legal information through linking of best known resources. 

Web link of the web portal: http://www.legalindia.com/ 
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Figure 10.9 —Legal India 

The web portal is collection of articles on legal topics. It 
provides access of bare acts, judgments, legal documents and 
directory of legal professionals in India. 

Parliamentary Research Studies India (PRS India) and 
Laws of India 

Parliamentary Research Studies or PRS India was formed in 
2005 by Centre for Policy Research with the aim to do support 
impartial evaluative analysis of legislative outcome of 
Parliament of India. Being a not for making company under 
Section 25 of company act, PRS India was supported initially 
by Ford Foundation and Google India. 

Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.prsindia.org/ 
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Figure 10.10 —PRS India 

PRS India web portal provides access of legislative 
information pertaining to central government act of India. 
Articles of latest laws considering and passing in the 
parliament, passed, pending and draft bills and recent 
ordinance can be referred on the web page. PRS India 
research team evaluates and provide reports and summaries 
over the bills considered in the houses. 

PRS India facilitates access of legislative material related 
to central government laws. However, PRS India supports 
another initiative called Laws of India which support access of 
laws passed by state government legislators. The database is 
accessible through www.lawsofindia.org. 
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Figure 10.11 —Laws of India 

Law of India web portal provides access of state laws of all 
states of the India. The scanned copies of state gazettes are 
uploaded and can be accessed arranged state wise, 
chronologically and advanced search facility. This is the only 
database disseminating local laws of the states. 

India Together 

India together is a news magazine founded in 1998 by 
Subramanium Vincent and A. Mahesh from Bangalore. After 
2012 the magazine has been taken over by Oorvani Media. 
The magazine contains scholarly articles over social problems, 
government and politics, women, education, agriculture and 
environmental issues. The content of the articles are 
submitted by subject experts and provided only after expert 
reviews for general public. 

Web link of the web portal: http://indiatogether.org/ 
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unchanged. Susmita Guru reports. 

Livelihood Adivasis Poverty M.P. 


India Together offers an 
excellent forum for people from 
diverse fields of expertise to 
present their views, share their 
experiences and raise questions 
about where our country and 
society are headed in the future. 

I urge all democratic-minded 
individuals to read, contribute to 
and publicise the e-newsletters 
from India Together. All power and 
success to the India Together staff 
for their excellent and vital 
contribution to our society! 

Amitabha Basu 

Retired Scientist 
National Physical 
Laboratory 
India Together reader 


Support our 

independent journalism 


oorVan! 


Figure 10.12 —India Together 

The web portal of India together is basically a database 
preserving scholarly literature over several topic of social 
importance. The magazine section can be accessed on the 
basis of topics, opinions, editorial views, interactive sessions, 
and reviews. 


Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative 

The Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) was 
founded in 1987 by the initiation of commonwealth countries 
to protect human right issues in commonwealth countries as 
joint programme. CHRI was established as a non¬ 
governmental organization with its prime aim to aware 
citizens of the commonwealth countries with Harrare 
Commonwealth declaration on human rights, Universal 
declaration of human rights and other human right protection 
instruments application internationally and locally. It is 
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actively engaged in reforms on right to information, police, 
prison and strategic initiatives programmes. It has a large 
number of active scholar members who contribute their 
publications for free action. 

Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/ 



Figure 10.13 —Commonwealth Human Rights Initiatives 

More than 50 full text books can be downloaded free of 
cost on various disciplines available in the web portal. It also 
publishes annual reports every year containing rich legal 
information helpful in research activities. Besides 
publications and annual reports, articles on human rights, 
police & prisons and right to information are also available on 
the web portal of CHRI. 

Vakilno.l.com 

Vakilno.l is a web portal maintained by a group of lawyers 
based in Delhi and Chandigarh. The portal preliminary 
provides different varieties of law information including legal 
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forms, policies, laws, case law, legal news and international 
legal materials. 


Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.vakilnol.com/ 


Vakilnol.com 
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by Divya \ Published 3 months ago 
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: Custom search Search X 

powered by Google" 
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Major market reforms cleared by 
Sebi Board 

The twenty years old insider trading rules stand 
replaced by the board of Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (Sebi) in turn making More 


Figure 10.14 —Vakil no.l 

Public domain resources at web portal: The web portal is 
very rich maintaining legal information like bare acts of 
central government, legal drafting instruments and 
agreements and other number of resources useful for legal 
research and practice. 


Legally India 

Legally India is an internet based news service reports and 
disseminates legal news relevant to Indian law firms, the 
Indian legal professionals, Indian lawyers, law students, and 
international law firms and lawyers doing business in India. 
Legally India maintains a blog for accounting Mooting Events 
all over the world. Mooting Primer League 2 i.e. MPL2 is the 
best source to know about mooting competitions and status of 
teams of law schools around the world. 
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Web link of the web portal: 
http://www.legallyindia.com/ 



Figure 10.15 —Legally India web portal 

The web portal has primarily launched for publishing legal 
news in digital form and disseminated through open access 
module. The web portal contains updates about law forms, 
law schools, law blogs, and legal students and bar and courts 
submitted not only by the correspondents of the Legally India 
but also by legal community. 

2.2 Conclusion 

Public domain resources are open access resources which can 
be further used due to not under any copyright laws or under 
the exceptions of copyright laws. Open Access initiatives as 
traced by Lebert (2015) since 1991 have also been enumerated 
to find the pace of open access movement around the world. 
Peter Martin and Tom Bruce from Cornell University are 


139 









Public Digital Estate: Legal Education and Research 


counted as pioneers in open access to law movement 
developing Legal Information Institute at Cornell University 
during 1991. Montreal declaration in 2002 has also 
strengthened the movement of free access to law. The chapter 
gives timeline public domain and free access to law movement 
around India. The chapter outreaches a number of public 
domain legal resources maintained by various governmental 
and non-governmental organisation. The public domain legal 
resources have been visualized under various categories like 
parliamentary resources, legislative resources, case laws, law 
reform resources, legal information institutes, journals and 
scholarships and select Indian and foreign law journals and 
reviews. The timeline of open access initiatives in India drawn 
by Arunachalam & Muthu (2011) has been extensively 
explained to know development of open access initiatives in 
India with further addition. Numbers of initiatives by non¬ 
governmental initiatives viz. LII of India, Indian Kanoon, 
Legal Services India, Lawyers Collective, Legally India, India 
Together, Commonwealth Human Rights Initiatives, Vakil 
no.l and Legally India have been explained with availability 
of public domain resources with web portals of respective 
initiatives. 

Public domain e-resources are playing significant role. Its 
role is increasing day by day against the back drop of high 
cost of commercial databases. The Open Access Movement has 
to be vigorously taken by government and non-government 
agencies to keeping in view the limited budget of academic 
law libraries. 

Moreover, the knowledge is free for all or dissemination of 
information pushes the movement further. It is beginning, but 
after a decade or so, the movement of making available legal 
information free of cost to the users will catch up. The 
librarians would use public domain e-resources, and would 
certainly publicised public domain resources so that the use of 
these resources may be benefited out of these treasures. The 


140 



OA Initiatives in India: Public Domain Legal Resources 


apex courts of different nations should also support them and 
cite their references considering them as standard legal 
resources. Thus in changing scenario of legal education in 
India, it will encourage and welcome such initiatives of 
government or non-governmental agencies. Moreover it will be 
responsibility of academic law institutions to discourage 
subscribing costly commercial databases. Free legal 
information has to be percolated to the local level so that 
people know about how legal issues are dealt by various law 
institutions i.e. legislatures and judiciary. 
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Important Web Links 


Case Law 



Web links of Web portals of Foreign Apex Courts 

1 . 

Australia High Court Judgments 
www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/HCA 

2. 

Canada Supreme Court Judgments 
www.canlii.org/en/ca/scc/index.html 

3. 

Indian Courts 

www. indiancourts. nic. in / 

4. 

Supreme Court of Indian and Indian High Court 

Judgment 

www.judis.nic.in/ 

5. 

Indian Kanoon 
www.indiankanoon.org 

6. 

House of Lords Decisions 
www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKHL/ 

7. 

Supreme Court of United Kingdom 
www.supremecourt.gov.uk/decided-cases/index.html 

8. 

US Supreme Court Judgments 
www.supremecourtus.gov/opinions/opinions.html 
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International Court 



Web links of Web portals of International Courts 

1 . 

International Court of Justice 

www.icj-cij .org / docket / index.php?p l=3&p2=2 

2. 

European Court of Human Rights 

http: //cm iskp.echr. coe. int / tkp 197/search, asp ?skin-hud 
oc-en 

3. 

European Court of Justice 

http:// curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/j_6/ 


Statute and Legislation 



Web links of Web portals of Statutes/Legislaiton 

1. 

Commonwealth of Australia Consolidated Act 
www.austlii.ed.aw/au/legis/cth/consol act/ 

2. 

Consolidated Statute of Canada 
www.canlii.org/en/ 

3. 

India Code Text Base 
www. indiacode. nic. in 

4. 

PRS India Legislative Research 
www.prsindia.org/ 

5. 

UK Statute 
www.statutelaw.gov. uk 

6. 

United States Code 

http: / / www.gpoaccess.gov / uscode/browse, html 
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Important Web Links 


Law Reform Reports Reports 


Law Reform Commissions 



Law Reform Commissions Web links 

1 . 

Australian Law Reforms Commission 
http://www.alrc.gov.au/ 

2. 

International Law Commission 
http://www.un.org/law/ilc/index.htm 

3. 

Law Commission of India 

http://www.lawcommissionofindia.nic.in/ 

4. 

Law Commission of New Zealand 
http: / / www. lawcom. Governmentnz/ 

5. 

Law Commission of United Kingdom 
http: / /www. lawcom.gov. uk/ 


Human Rights Commission Reports 



Human Rights Commissions Web portals 

i. 

Asian Human Rights Commission 
http:/ /ahrchk. net/ 

2. 

Australian Human Rights Commission 
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/ 

3. 

Canadian Human Rights Commission (CHCR) 
http://www. chrc-ccdp. ca / 

4. 

National Human Rights Commission (India) 
http: //nhrc. nic. in / 

5. 

United Kingdom. Equality and Human Rights 

Commission 

http: / /www. usccr.gov / 
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6 . 


United Nations High Commission for Human Rights 
(UNHCHR) 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Pages/WelcomePage.aspx 


Journals & Scholarships 


International Journals & Scholarships 



Web links of the International Journals 

1. 

California Law Review 

Vol. 96, 2008 to Vol. 103, 2, 2015 
http://www.californialawreview.org/ 

2. 

Cornell International Law Journal 

Vol. 43, 2010 to Vol. 47, 2, 2015 
http://www.lawschool.cornell.edu/research/ilj/ 

3. 

Duke Law Journal 

Vol.62, 2012 to Vol. 64, 8, 2015 
http://dlj.law.duke.edu/ 

4. 

Harvard Human Rights Journal 

Vol. 12, 1999 to Vol.28, Spring 2015 
http: / /harvardhrj. com/current-issue / 

5. 

Harvard International Law Journal 

Vol. 54, 2013 to Vol. 55, 1, 2014 
http://www.harvardilj.org/ 

6. 

Law and Contemporary Problems 

Vol. 1, 1933 to Vol. 78, 3, 2015 
http://lcp.law.duke.edu/ 

7. 

Texas Law Review 

Vol. 85, 2007 to Vol. 93, 2015 
http: / / www.texaslrev.com / 


162 













Important Web Links 


8. 

Washburn Law Journal 

Vol. 39, 1999-2000 to Vol. 54, 2014-2015 
http://washburnlaw.edu/publications/wlj/ 

9. 

Yale Law Journal 

Vol. 110, 2000-2001 to Vol. 124, 8, 2015 
http: / / www.yalelawjournal, org/ 


Indian Journals & Scholarships 



Web Portals of Indian Journals 

1. 

Journal of Indian Law Institute (JILI) 

Vol. 1, 1957 to Vol. 55, 2013 
http://www.elearningilidelhi.org/ILIWEB/ 

2. 

Indian Journal of Constitutional Law (IJCL) 

2007 to 2010 

http://www.liiofindia.org/in/journals/INJlConLaw/ 

3. 

Indian Journal of Intellectual Property Rights (IJIPR) 
1996-2015 

http: //www. niscair. res. in/ sciencecommunication / resear 
chjournals / rejour/jipr/jiprO.asp 

4. 

Indian Journal of Law & Technology (IJLT) 

Vol. 1, 2005 to Vol. 9, 2013 
http://www.ijlt.in/ 

5. 

Journal of Intellectual Property Rights (JIPR) 

Vol. 1, 1996 to Vol. 20, 2015 

http: //nopr. niscair. res. in/handle /123456789/45 

6. 

Mainstream Weekly 

2006 to 2015 

http://www.mainstreamweekly.net/ 

7. 

NALSAR Law Review (NALSAR LR) 

2003 to 2013 

http:/ /www. liiofindia. org/in/journals /NALSARLawRw / 
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8. 

NALSAR Student Law Review (NALSAR SLR) 

2005-2013 

http://www.commonlii.org/in /journals /NALSARStuLa 
wRw/ 

9. 

NUJS Law Review (NALSAR 

Vol. 1, 2008 to Vol. 6, 2013 
http:/ / nujslawreview.org/ 

10. 

Seminar 

1999 to 2015 

http: / /www. india-seminar.com / 


Public Domain Databases 



Web links of the Databases 

1 . 

Find Law 

http: / / www.findlaw. com / 

2. 

Global Legal Information Network (Currently known as 
Guide to Law Online, Library of Congress) 
http: / /www. loc.gov/law/help /guide.php 

3. 

Social Science Research Network 
http://www.ssrn.com 


Legal Information Institutes (Established under 
Free Access to Law Movement by AUSTAD, an 
Australian Based NGO) 



Web Link of the Web portal 

i. 

Australasian Legal Information Institute (AutLII) 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/ 

2. 

British And Irish Legal Information Institute (BAILII) 
http://www.bailii.org/ 
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Important Web Links 


3. 

Canada Legal Information Institute (CANLII) 
http://www.canlii.org/ 

4. 

Commonwealth Legal Information Institute (COMLII) 
http://www.commonlii.org/ 

5. 

Legal Information Institutes of India (LII of India) 
www.liiofindia.org/ 

6. 

New Zealand Legal Information Institute (NZLII) 
http://www.nzlii.org/ 

7. 

Cornell Legal Information Institute (Cornell LII) 
https: / / www. law. Cornell, edu/ 

8. 

World Legal Information Institute (WORLDLII) 
http:/ / www.worldlii.org/ 
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Websites 


Public Domain Legal Resources 

https://publicdomainresources.webs.com/ 


Public Domain Legal Resources 

Select Public Domain Resources useful for £egal Education and Research in Digital Environment 


HOME 


PARLIAMENTARY RESOURCES 


JUDICIAL PRONOUNCEMENTS 


LAW JOURNALS AND SCHOLARSHIP 


EBOOKS. THESES AND LAW REPS 



About the Web Portal 

The web portal is a collection of metadata links of public 
domain and open access resources useful to legal education 
and research. The purpose to create the web portal is to make 
aware students, faculty members, research scholars, 
government officials and law clerks about the existence of 
public legal information and open access resources protected 
under creative common licences. The web portal is an effort to 
provide access of legal information of five major common law 
countries viz. Australia, Canada, India, Great Britain and 
United States of America. Information resources of 
international organizations have also been indexed for better 
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visibility of international laws and treaties. These resources 
are also useful for law schools/ colleges having limited 
financial resources restricting subscribing costly databases. 
The web portal has been developed with a view to provide 
legal information resources available in public domain and 
under open access (Creative Common Licences) without 
consideration of any Monterey aspects and can be used for 
educational and research purpose, hence not liable for any 
breach of copyright. In case of any objection by any 
organization/ individual, the noted link(s) would be excluded 
from the portal. The following legal information is tagged in 
four pages in the web portal. 

Parliamentary Resources 
Judicial Pronouncements 
Law Journals and Scholarship 
E-Books, Theses and Law Reports 


Players supporting Open Access to Research Scholarship 


/^creative 

commons 


DOAJ 


DIRECTORY OF 
OPEN ACCESS 
JOURNALS 



directory of 
open access 
books 



TJk PUBLIC 
DOMAIN 
REVIEW 


Created and Maintained by 
Dr. Priya Rai 

Deputy Librarian and Head, Justice T.P.S. Chawla Library 
National Law University Delhi-110078 

Dr. Akash Singh 

Assistant Librarian Sr. Scale, Justice T.P.S. Chawla Library 
National Law University Delhi-110078 
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Websites 


Open Educational Resources (OERs): 
Useful for Education and Research in ICT Era 

https: / / openaccessresources. webs.com / 


Open Educational Resources (OERs) 

useful for Education and Research in ICT Era 


HOME 


BOOKS AND MONOGRAPHS 


JOURNALS AND SCHOLARSHIP 


MOOCS 


OERS IN INDIA 


How 8T6 the . cross- whatarethemandate* f 

_ 'ts a new world discipline impact factor c 

O COStS supported crowd 8|-d 

"O reviewer cn,,rr ‘ * 

CO | 


teaching §3' 

g implications? will open access m* %% 
^ 35 o Q. opensource global CUt into grant funding 

>s arqo.' open data alternatives? 

73 ^-future sharing | oar nincf _ » a oiA» 


crowd source 


S =■ eL 

® E5' is change 

(/) (D -• -*- 


always good? 


learning resources 

peer-review^ ^ |||y 

scholarship 


AltMetrlcs 

creators & 

consumers 

^taBlet publishing ^ 


sharing 



isconceptions 

barriers 

taxpayer* 

universal E 
access o> 

academia 


enefits? 


enure & 


promotion * 


About the Portal 

Electronic resources are results of the development of ICT. The 
web portal is a collection of metadata links of open access 
resources useful for education and research. The purpose to 
create the web portal is to make aware students, faculty 
members, research scholars, government officials and law 
clerks about the existence of open access resources protected 
under creative common licences and under copyright free 
environment. The web portal is an effort to provide access to 
information available under public domain worldwide. 
Information resources of international organizations have also 
been indexed for better visibility of their publications and 
research reports. These resources are also useful for colleges 
and universities having limited financial resources restricting 
subscribing costly databases. The web portal has been 
developed with a view to provide information resources 
available in public domain and under open access (Creative 
Common Licences) without consideration of any Monterey 
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aspects and can be used for educational and research purpose, 
hence not liable for any breach of copyright. In case of any 
objection by any organization/individual, the noted link(s) 
would be excluded from the portal. The portal provides access 
of the followings: 

• Books and Monographs 

• Journals and Scholarship 

o Journals and Scholarly Literature based Databases 
o Open Domain Institutional Repositories 

• MOOCs 

• OERs in India 


Gampax of Mo«t Popular Op«n DMjdmm 


JBFs*- 


S&N 

tomorrow■« reievth today 

A'Qathshala 

Wy qro^TToTT 

A tatrayy 1* •* PMI 0>MuM» 


Slrodh 


DOAJ 


C RtCTORVOF 

OP(NtCC($S 

JOURNALS 



PUBLIC 

DOMAIN 

REVIEW 




Created and maintained by: 

Dr. Akash Singh 

Assistant Librarian (Sr. Scale)- Law and Legal Services 
Justice T.P.S. Chawla Library.National Law University Delhi 
Sector-14. Dwarka. New Delhi-110078. India 
akash@nludelhi.ac.in 

Official Profile: https://nludelhi.ac.in/pep-fac-new-pro.aspx?ld : 84 


Dr. Priya Rai 

Deputy Librarian and Head. Justice T.P.S. Chawla Library 
National Law University Delhi-110078 
priyarai@nludelhi.ac.in 

Official Profile: https://nludelhi.ac.in/pep-fac-new-pro.aspx?ld=83 
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Websites 


Open Access Books 

https: / /openaccessbooks. webs.com / 


OPEN ACCESS BOOKS 

Home 


ft PUBLISHERS OA BOOKS INSTITUTIONAL PUBLICATIONS MORE 



About the Portal 

Electronic resources are results of the development of 
Information and Communication Technology. The Web portal 
is a collection of metadata links of open access books useful for 
education and research. The purpose to create the web portal 
is to make aware students, faculty members, research 
scholars, government officials and law makers around the 
world about the existence of open access books protected 
under creative common licences, open access under copyright 
laws or under copyright free environment. The web portal is 
an effort to provide access to free available books under open 
access policy worldwide. The web portal has been developed 
with a view to provide Open Access Books available in public 
domain and under open access (Creative Commons Licenses) 
without consideration of any monitory benefits or aspects and 
can be used for education and research purpose, hence not 
liable for any breach of copyright. In case of any objection by 
any organisation/individual, the noted link(s) would be 
excluded from the portal. 
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Licensing, Copyrights and Terms and Conditions using Open Access Books 



Books hyperlinked in this web page are subject to copyright. This page provides access of all best possible sources where books 
available for open access are available with a view to provide a collective platform Open Access does not stands copy left books 
and subject to abide under copyright laws. Please check copyright authorities provided by the author/publishers before distributing 
or copying text of the books for commercial purposes. This web page is open and have not been been created for any commercial 
activities It supports purely to academic community for enhancement of research and educational peace of activities 



Content Development. Design and Maintained by 

Dr. Akash Singh 

Assistant Librarian (Sr. Scale) 

National Law University Delhi 
Sector-14, Dwarka, New Delhi 



Dr. Priya Rai 
Deputy Librarian & Head 
Justice T.P.S.priyarai@nludelhi.ac.in 
Chawla Library 
National Law University Delhi 
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